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BENCHREST 


Shooting Primer 


Should one be inquisitive about the 
sport of Bench Shooting, but doesn’t 
know how to start, he should read 
these instructions: 


The act of Bench Shooting consists 
of sitting at a bench with a rifle rest- 
ing on sand bags. The object of this 
position is to eliminate, as much as 
possible, the errors encountered in 
the process of holding and firing a 
rifle. Bench Shooting is a sport, com- 
petitive or individual. The personal 
satisfaction gained in the ability to 
place one bullet on top of another, 
thus making a one hole group at 100 
Yards and often at 200 Yards, has 
captivated an enthusiastic interest of 
many shooters for this kind of sport. 
It is particularly suited to both men 
and women who are not interested 
in indulging in the more vigorous or 
active sports. Therefore many Bench 
Shooters are of the older set. This 
does not mean, however, that it does 
not present a challenge to the young- 
er shooter; it will engage and tax his 
capabilities as well. 


The current popularity of this kind 
of shooting was generated in the 


years 1949 and 1950. At that time a 
competitive program was introduced 
and has since been expanded. 


Once an individual has selected the 
most appealing Bench Class, it is very 
important that he attends some of the 
Matches. Here he will learn much 
by asking questions, observing the 
equipment and methods used for 
loading and shooting. Any Bench 
Shooter is more than anxious to help 
a newcomer. 

The equipment needed to partici- 
pate is available, for the most part, 
from PRECISION SHOOTING adver- 
tisers. It includes rifles, telescopes, 
rests, sand bags, loading tools, bullets, 
cleaning materials, powder, primers, 
etc. 

Lastly, if possible, get the advice 
of a person in the game before mak- 
ing purchases. 


Should an individual or a club 
wish further information, write to 
M. H. Walker, R.D. #1, Mohawk, N. Y. 
13407; or the Editor of PRECISION 
SHOOTING. 
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About the Cover 


The 14th year cover pictures of Pre- 
cision Shooting since incorporation in 
May 1956. This April 1970 issue is Vol. 
14, No. 12. 


The 
UNERTL 


R,-20 


A really new and patented telescope specifically optimized 


for the serious bench and varmint shooter. 


Features .. . 20X magnification, 43mm objective, 17%” overall length and 
weight of 19 or 2114 ounces depending on accessories. 


Our catalog upon request 


JOHN UNERTL OPTICAL CO. 
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3551-55 East St. 


Pittsburgh, Pa .15214 
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Spot him by his Balscope Sr. 
Spot him by his Quiet-Ear. Spot him by 
his Ray-Ban Shooting Glasses. All from 
Bausch & Lomb. All with the unique kind 
of quality essential for top performance. 
Balscope Sr., undisputed leader 
and favorite spotting scope of champions. 
Its superb optical quality spots each 
shot with ease leaving eyes rested. 
Choose from four interchangeable eye- 
pieces; the popular 20X, or the 15X, 
30X or 60X. $115. 
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hree ways to spota serious shooter 


Quiet-Ear. Best way for all kinds 
of shooters to cover up against firing 
noises. Without this kind of protection, 
you will suffer some permanent hearing 
loss every time you pull the trigger on a 
center-fire weapon. Quiet-Ear shuts out 
damaging noises, still lets you hear 
voices and other normal sounds. Light- 
weight, strong in either Top or Back 
Band models. $7.95. 

Ray-Ban Shooting Glasses. Long a 
distinctive mark of the experienced 


ns 


hes 


shooter. Kalichrome yellow lenses 
sharpen up detail on hazy or dark days. 
Ray-Ban green or gray lenses 

reduce glare and resulting eyestrain. 
Eyes stay fresh for hours. Protected, 
too, because of impact-resistant, 
toughened optical glass. $25.00 

and $27.00. 

Serious sport, shooting. Makes 
sense to think about a// the equipment 
you use. Bausch & Lomb, Rochester, 
New York 14602. 


BAUSCH & LOMB @) 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS Officers 


PRESIDENT 
Dr. A. H. Garcelon 
133 State Street 
Augusta, Maine 04330 
Phone 207 622-1711 
VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Robert W. Hart 
332 Montgomery Street 
Nescopeck, Pa. 18635 
Phone 717 752-3481 


TREASURER 
Clyde Hart 
R.D. No. 2 
LaFayette, N. Y. 13084 
Phone 315 696-5624 


SECRETARY 
M. H. Walker 
R.D. 1, Warren Rd. 
Mohawk, N. Y. 13407 
Phone 315 866-6971 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Emory L. Tooly 
8 Cline Street 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329 
Phone 315 429-9227 


IBS MEMO 
New Targets & Charter Members 


New IBS targets are in process. All 
clubs holding IBS shoots this year should 
order immediately. Mail order to: Emory 
L. Tooly, Box 148, Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329. 
Prices will be established and not great- 
er than former rates. 


At the moment, 100 and 200 yard B.R. 
targeis will be in cartons of 500 only. 
Hunter targets will be sold in cartons of 
250. All clubs having official NBRSA 
targets on hand may use them. 


All who become members of IBS before 
the next annual meeting of the organi- 
zation shall be classified as charter 
members. The annual membership fee 
is $8.00 — Life membership is being con- 
sidered and should be reported out of 
committee in the next few weeks. 


SAM BOND e 


NEW PHILADELPHIA, OHIO 
RETAIL & WHOLESALE 
SHOOTING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 
CARD FOR LIST 


| 


IBS 


News Releases 


1970 TENTATIVE 
MATCH SCHEDULE 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST 
SHOOTERS 


Apr. 19, York (H) 
Apr. 26, Dauphin (H) 


May 3, Hamburg (H) 

May 10, Harvey’s Lake (H) 
May 17, York (H) 

May 24, Council Cup (H) 
May 29-30-31, Fassett (All V.) 
May 31, Dauphin (H) 


June 7, Sulphyr Spa. (H) 
June 7, Fassett (H) 
June 14, Harvey’s Lake (H) 
June 13-14, Council Cup 
(H.B. &.H.V.) 
June 21, York (H) 
June 20-21, Johnstown (H.B. & H.V.) 
June 28, Dauphin (H) 


July 3-4-5, Council Cup (All V.) 
July 5, Sulphyr Spa (H) 
July 12, Harvey’s Lake (H) 
July 19, York (H) 
July 23-26, Fassett 

(IBS All V. Championship) 
July 26, Dauphin (H) 


Aug. 2, Sulphyr Spa. (H) 

Aug. 9, Council Cup (H) 

Aug. 16, York 
(H County Championship) 

Aug. 23, Dauphin (H) 

Aug. 21-22, Council Cup 
(IBS HB Championship & Aug. 23 
if overrun) 

Aug. 30, Harvey’s Lake (H) 


Sept. 6, Hamburg (H) 
Sept. 6, Blue Trail, Conn. 
(A.V. & L.V. State Championship) 
Sept. 13, Dauphin (H) 
Sept. 12-13, Johnstown 
(H.V. & L.V. New York State 
Championship) 
Sept. 19-20, York 
(IBS H Championship) 
Sept. 27, Sulphyr Spa. (H) 


Oct. 4, Fassett (H) 

Oct. 11, Dauphin (H) 

Oct. 18, York (H) 

Oct. 25, Harvey’s Lake (H) 
Nov. 8, York (H) 


NOTE: The above dates are classi- 
fied as tentative. Clubs that were 
unable to have a representative at 
the Jan. meeting should contact Paul 


J. Hart, R.D. #2, Lafayette, N. Y. 
13084. Phone 315 NX 6-5624. 
NOTE: The Hunter Rifle matches 
are not closed dates for the other 
competitive H.B. and Varmint class- 
es. They are compatible meaning 
H.B. and Varmint classes can be held 
on the same dates. 


NEW HUNTER RIFLE 
CLASSIFICATION 


0-228 — Novice Class 
229-239 — Hunter Class 
240-250 — Master Class 


LOWER PROVIDENCE 
ROD & GUN CLUB, INC. 


Oaks, Pennsylvania 
February 23, 1970 


A new club gets started with 30 
shooters: 100 Yard Heavy Varmint 
Matches (10 Shot Groups). 


The top three are: 


George Etter __________ .604 
D. Schneidhauer _____- 805 
D. Pupek. <2..2.2..---- 844 


Match reporter feels that this club 
is on the grow and that many new 
shooters will participate come sum- 
mer. 
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NBRSA OFFICERS AND 
DIRECTORS FOR 1970 


Reported New Directors 


Raymond G. Speer (President) 
925-7th Street 

Lewiston, Idaho 83501 

Area Code 208, 743-6135 


EASTERN REGION 
M. H. (Mike) Walker 
R. D. #1, Warren Road 
Mohawk, New York 13407 
Area Code 315, 866-6971 


Ralph W. Stolle, Sr. 
6200 93rd Place 
Seabrook, Maryland 20801 
Area Code 301, 577-2162 


Ralph Pickens 
R. D. #3, McCoy Ave. 
East Liverpool, Ohio 4392() 


GULF COAST REGION 
J. L. Bonner 
P.O. Box 606 
Cross Plains, Texas 76443 
Area Code 817, 725-4146 


MID-CONTINENT REGION 
David B. Whittington 
462 West Grand Avenue 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901 
Phones: 
Area Code 501, 623-1812 


or 
Area Code 501, 623-5908 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 
Arthur J. Freund 
1038 Hornsby Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63147 
Area Code 314, 388-1352 


NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
Nels A. Nelson, Jr. 
228 First West Parkway 
Sheridan, Wyoming 82801 
Area Code 307, 674-8483 
Business Phone 672-2571 


NORTHWEST REGION 
Raymond G. Speer 
925-7th Street 
Lewiston, Idaho 83501 
Area Code 208, 743-6135 


SOUTHWEST REGION 
Earl R. Stroup (Director) 
30506 Flossmoor Way 
Hayward, California 94544 
Area Code 415, 471-1549 


Stuart H. Harvey (Vice Director) 
3201 Clairidge Way 
Sacramento, California 95821 


Secretary-Treasurer 
Bernice E. McMullen 
607 West Line Street 
Minerva, Ohio 44657 
Area Code 216, 868-6132 
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EASTERN REGION 
NBRSA MATCH SCHEDULES 
(Tentative) 


April 18-19, Reeds Run—B.R. - H.V. 
May 16-17, Reeds Run—B.R. - H.V. 


May 30-31, Chippewa—B.R. - H.V. 
300M Course 


July 4,5, Reeds Run—H.V. - L.V.- S 
Eastern Region Championship 


Aug. 4-5-6-7, Reeds Run— 
B.R. Nationals 


Sept. 5-6, Reeds Run—B.R. Eastern 
Region Championship 


Aug. 25-28, Midland, Texas— 
NBRSA Varmint Nationals 


IBS 
SHOOT REPORTS 


Sno Ball League 


The third winter match of the Sno 
Ball League Bench Rest Shooters 
went off on schedule, Sunday, Feb. 
15th in spite of the snow storm and 
ice and sleet that plagued the shoot- 
ers. The bad weather accounted for 
a rather small turnout of 21 shooters 
attending with 26 guns registered. 
There were 14 Heavy Varmint rifles 
and 12 Hunter class shooters, a few 
men firing both classes. With the 
snow, sleet and ice storm working 
its way up the coast on Saturday nite 
and Sunday A.M. and road conditions 
very treacherous south of the Miller- 
ton Gun Club, it is a tribute to the 
persistence of some shooters who at- 
tended to shoot and compete. 


HEAVY VARMINT 
Top Ten (Group) 


1. Francis Vahle -_--------- .3938 
2. Charles Magnante _-_----- 4273 
3. Mal Barron __------------ 4317 
4, Bill Dedricks2--2-222=222 4876 
5. Leo Gustafson __--------- 4892 
6. Bob Wade __------------- 5215 
7. Dave Brennan __----~---- 5251 
8. Bob White __._____------- .5671 
9. Jerry Schreyer ---------- .6142 
10; “GilHart 22-25 ae .7042 

ast-Place. 2 oo te .9975 

Top Ten (Score) 

1. Jerry Schreyer ----------- 390 
2: Mak Barron! 2222522 >c.2- 386* 

Bobs Wades 2-3-3822 386* 
3. Dave Brennan ----------- 384 
4. Chas. Magnante _--------- 383 
5. Francis Vahle ------------ 376 
6. Maurice Costine ---------- 374* 

Leo Gustafson ___--------- 374* 
ay dle Part ooo SS oe 361 
8. Roger Farnsworth __-_----- 351 


9. Bob White --------------- 349 


10... Bill Dedrick? 2.2 222-222-- 337 
Last Place: ..cofech 24-515. 329 
* Tie 


Small Group of the day went to 
Charles Magnante with .129 
Above groups are based on aver- 
ages of 8 groups of 5 shots each. 
HUNTER CLASS 


1. Ira Farnsworth __---------- 232 
2. Francis Vahle ~------------- 222 
No Master classification scores 
were shot. 
NOVICE CLASS 
ts N.S; Pierre 22-0 2542..43=>- 228 
2. Mal Barron __--_---------- 225* 
Gi Walt? 22-222 -eeactee 220" 
3. Charlotte Magnante ------- 224 
4. Bob White ___------------- 217 
5: Bred Hart... 22522 -Seeoees 210 
Gy. Bi Reid) he hee ss 189 
Fon Re CONBE ae eo cee docket 165 
Sy Ry Blows eet fo es 133 
9... (G., Duffy: -225--<eencasen 123 
* Tie 


The scoring team was headed by 
Tom (Big Buddha) Briggs assisted by 
Jan Chok, and M. Costine furnished 
jeep transportation to the target 
frames and assisted the target detail. 

Our thanks to all. 

J. Dewey 
* * * 

The 4th of 8 scheduled SNO BALL 
shoots was held March 1st at the 
Millerton Gun Club under clear, blue, 
cold skies with light variable winds. 
With the roads quite clear and good 
weather forecasts, there was a record 

(Next page please) 


PROTEKTOR MODEL 
Bags Since 1953 


Pictured is the #2 Protektor Model Set 
with the famous Rabbit Ear rear bag. 
It is a favorite of many Varmint, Sporter 
and Hunter Class bench rest shooters. 
No mechanical rest or pedestal is re- 
quired in front. Priced at $10.50 per set 
— Single Rabbit Ear rear bag at $7.50; 
front bag only, $4.00. Bags are avail- 
able for immediate delivery. Five dif 
ferent other front bags and nine styles 
in all are pictured in a free brochure. 
Basil Tuller, Galeton, Pa. 16922. 


COMPLETE 
WITH 
ONE SET OF 
RCBS DIES 


$6450 


REG $69.00 VALUE 


RCBS* 
PRECISIONEERED® 


Rock CHUCKER 


COMBINATION OFFER 


First heavy-duty press in the 
medium price range 


Veteran reloaders are amazed when they 
discover that the RCBS Rock Chucker 
Press full-length sizes cases with less effort 
than other presses neck size. By combining 
the famous RCBS Block “O” Frame and 
RCBS patented compound-leverage sys- 
tem, the Rock Chucker develops tons of 
work pressure that would spring other 
presses out of alignment. It is engineered 
to handle the largest cartridges and the 
most difficult types of full-length sizing, 
case forming, and bullet making. Shell 
Holders snap directly into main ram and 
can be rotated to any angle desired. Com- 
bo offer includes: RCBS Rock Chucker 
Press (7/8"-14 thread); RCBS Shell Hold- 
er; Primer Catcher; and Universal Primer 
Arm — which handles large and small 
primers; PLUS one set of RCBS Preci- 
sioneered Rifle or Pistol Dies in any pop- 
ular caliber. Regular $69.00 Value. $64.50 
ROCK CHUCKER PRESS LESS DIES $54.00 


ASK YOUR GUN DEALER FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION 


RCBS, Precisioneered, and The Rock Chuck symbol are registered trade marks of RCBS. Inc 
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WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
RCBS, INC. DEPT. H-4 

P.O. BOX 1919, OROVILLE 
CALIFORNIA 95965 


turnout of shooters with a total of 
54 guns registered. 


Top scores in the Heavy Varmint 
class as follows: 
36 Shooters 
(Top 10 & Last Place) 


GROUP 

1. Francis Vahle -___________ 3498 
2. Myles Hollister __________ 3503 
3: John Wolters. 2-2. 22> .3697 
4. Warren Page ____________ .3935 
5:<' BOD Gupor =) bee 4076 
6eMaloBarron = 052s. ice 4081 
7. Re Gzarkowski . = .....-._ 4370 
8. Chas. Magnante __________ 4446 
9. Wm, Dedriek 2-22 4756 
10; Bulb Purcell.c2 ioe so" oes 4810 

East Place 2.2 ees ee 1.4485 

SCORE 

1. John Hollister ~_~--_______ 396+ 
2. Chas. Magnante __________ 394 
3. Mal Barron” 1.2... ... 390* 

Myles Hollister ___________ 390* 
4. John Kohler ___-_-~_______ 389 
5. J. Schreyer ~____-_______ 388 
6. Crawford Hollidge _______ 387* 

Bob. Wade: <-~2<2 2.22.2 387* 
7. Ray Tonnessen ___________ 386 
8 Tony Quercio ____________ 385 
9. R. R. Czarkowski _________ 384* 

BOD (GUupe 2.2 ano e see 2 = 384* 
10. Pete Kornweiss ~_________ 383* 

Warren Page _____________ 383* 

Last Place. 2.2.22) 2 285 


+ John Hollister, youngest of the 
of the shooters attending, and 
nephew of Myles, took top place in 
score, a tough spot for the experi- 
enced, and should be doubly covet- 
ed by the youngster. Congratu- 
lations, John, from everyone. 

* Tie 
The Hunter Class shooters took a 

sharp swing upward this match with 

two shooters making the Master class 
for the first time this season. 
Small group of the day went to 

Wm. Dedrick with a .154”. 


The Hunter bunch as a whole have 
improved consistently since the first 
shoot and quite a bit of new accesso- 
ries are in sight on the line and in 
the clubhouse. Mostly, they are im- 
proving their loading techniques and 
the better scores each match attest to 
the added experience they (the new 
shooters) are achieving. The new 
scoring system for the matches makes 
it more difficult for the men to get 
into the Hunter and Master Classi- 
fication than last year and most feel 
that this is definitely for the better. 

John Dewey 


DELAWARE COUNTY SHOOTERS ASSOC. 
Manchester, lowa 
March 8, 1970 


Below are the results of our Bench- 
rest and Hunting Rifle match, held 
at the Delaware County Shooters 
Assn. Range, Manchester, Iowa, Mar. 
8, 1970. 

The wind was very onery, gusting 
up to 25 to 30 miles an hour. 

Winners as follows: 


SPORTER WEIGHT BENCHREST 


Age. 
Ds, WBUM ing 233 oe 5992 
2..¢ EG Gabor 2.2. cence coe .6622 
3. Gerald Wilkinson —~________ -7098 


Cabor .375 
HUNTING RIFLE BENCHREST 


Small Group 


1. Dennis Muchow _________- 49-2x 
2. Milo Letts _.....____-______ 47-2x 
3. Ed ‘Gabor .-.-2---.cecshe 47-1x 
HUNTING RIFLE OFFHAND 
1 Be Gabor 22sec eased 42 
2. Keith Nissen _____---________ 39 
3: D.. Muchow' -----..-052u2csc. 39 
HEAVY VARMINT BENCHREST 

Age. 
1. Milton’ Duvel _____~____-___ 4546 
2. Dick Saunders ___-___-___- 4874 
3. Howard Nesheim ________~ 5128 


Small Group — Saunders .219 
Richard J. Saunders 
Club Correspondent 


a 


Top scores as follows with the 
Hunting Rifles: 


Mel Howard 242 
Ira Farnsworth 240 
Francis Vahle 237 
John Kohler 236 
Crawford Hollidge 235 
Cam Vaughn 232 
Mal Barron 232 
G. Waltz 231 
R. Tonnessen 228 
Chas. Magnante 226 
Fred Hart 225 
N. St. Pierre 223 
Czarkowski 218 
R. Conger 196 
Last Place 81 


(SNO BALL TOP 10) 


1st place Hunter (next match, a Master) 
2nd place Hunter (ditto) 
1st place Novice 

2nd place Novice 

3rd place Hunter 

3rd place Novice (5 X’s) 
4th place Novice (3 X’s) 
5th place Novice 

4th place Hunter 

6th place Novice 

7th place Novice 

8th place Novice 

9th place Novice 
10th place Novice 


PRECISION SHOOTING APRIL ’70 


RIVER BEND GUN CLUB 
Norcross, Ga. 


River Bend Gun Club held IBS non- from 5 to 10 m.p.h. made it just a NEW | J-B NON-IMBEDDING 
e 


registered Unlimited and Light Var- little more interesting. Mirage was BORE CLEANING 
mint Bench Rest matches Sunday, almost non-existent. COMPOUND 
February 22nd. Each consisted of Past P.S. write-ups helped draw Eepectally compounded for 
5 five-shot groups at 100 yards. from distant areas. Shooters from ced camias dculinn: eee 
Fortunately the weather was about Belton G. C., Greenville R. & P. Club, tities. plate! pte bey 
ideal. Temperature was in the 60’s Kingstree and Newberry (all in South | epee BO = curacy — will not harm 


and it was overcast most of the Carolina) attended. We alsohadtwo- Paees bore: 
matches. Occasional cross winds of from Warner Robins, Ga. 2-OUNCE JAR 
% $1.50 POSTPAID 


plus 35¢ handling charges 


CLEANING COMPOUND | 


Results were as follows: 
UNLIMITED — 13 Shooters 
US se Help wuard Pennsylvanians add 6% 


(Top three and last place) State ‘Tax 
Agg. queers, Jobbers & Dealer 
7 Inquiries invited. 


ie renmosnd of 
8 fromm rifles, pistols. nx 
Muted tw improve the 
& Wet firearm. Wi 


1. Louis M. Burress 394 .306 .460 .276 .134* .314 

Greenville, S. C. JIM BROBST 
2. Homer H. Bush, Jr. 558 .471 341 .395 906 .534 299 Poplar St. 

Duluth, Ga. 

’ Hamburg, P . 19526 

3. Frank Y. Fife, Jr. 524.430.722.574. 4965 Sti a a 

Decatur, Ga. 

Last place 356 .697 .876 .926 1.526  .876 

(Top three) : 7: = 

1. Frank Y. Fife, Jr. 422 464 365 .317* 592 .432 Pulls Smoothly Without Stripping 
2. Walt Shaffer 587 506 827 .579 676 = .535 


Atlanta, Ga. 


3. Louis M. Burress 682 421 672 .380 .721 .564 FORSTER«~» BULLET 


PULLER 


* Denotes small group above li 
As soon as we receive IBS approval tend our B.R. matches at River Bend Far more practical than Inertia-type pull- 
for match dates requested I will send G. C., Norcross, Ga. (near Atlanta). ers. Uses firm “pull” through positive 
leverage of standard loading press. Hard- 
you our schedule for you to run. Homer H. Bush, Jr. ened steel collet grips and tightens as it 
: : ee ity. extracts, without damage. Engi d of 
All bench rest shooters within Phone (404) 448-3664 bined steel; no plastic. parts, Fits wide 
READING distance are invited to at- Renae of calibers. Roe: Yont dnater Chae 
irect, 

BULLET PULLER, one collet .... $4.75 
EixttasCouets: ise gcsisaiecsta a ealyd where $1.50 

VARMINT HUNTERS Write Dept. 33 for Catalog. 

ACCESSORIES 
The “224 CLARK” shoots an 80 grain 22 caliber bullet at 3500 F.S.M. FORSTER CASE TRIMMER, 

velocity. Has wind bucking power, with flattest trajectory out to the longer 1 COLLET & 1 PILOT ...... $14.25 

ranges. Hart stainless barrels for top accuracy. Wirte for prices on re- OUTSIDE NECK TURNER, WITH 
barreling your action. ONE PILOT ......... See eee $10.75 
‘ey eee 99 INSIDE NECK REAMER ........ $5.50 

ighway 
f RIMER K 
Madera, Calif. 93637 PAWITH CENTER On... $2.00 
INSIDE-OUTSIDE CASE 

CHAMFERING TOOL ......... $2.75 


bie ePeewielurd Ox and vtare ine ore rie $2.00 


| | STOCK INLETTING GUIDE SCREWS, 
ss BAGH, Soe Sa cis Orne wanes O64s $.35 
UNIVERSAL HOLLOW POINTER 


FITS ANY CALIBER. IN EITHER 
1/16” or %” drill size ........ $4.75 


30 cal. Match Bul lets 30/06 BULLET NOSE TRIMMER FOR. 


REMOVING THE POINT SQUARELY 
AND UNIFORMLY FROM MILI- 
TARY CARTRIDGES PRIOR TO 


Immediate delivery of Lapua (Finnish) match bullets. The 30 cal. HOLLOW POINTING.......... $4.75 
185 grain Spitzer boat tail bullet won the Air Force Cup and the PRIMER POCKET CHAMFERING 

: : : TS AN 
Leech Cup in the 1969 National Matches. Also available are POCKET. WITH CENTER $5.00 
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The Rifleman’s Corner 


By GARY L. ANDERSON 


A NATIONAL 
CHAMPION’S 
EQUIPMENT 


High power rifle competition with 
the match rifle or ‘bolt gun’ as it is 
commonly called, is another shooting 
game which places great emphasis on 
a precision rifle and quality hand- 
loading. For this reason, I thought 
it would be interesting to discuss 
the rifle and loads which last year’s 
National High Power Champion used 
in winning his title. Ted Fasy of 
Long Beach, Calif. won the National 
Championship last year with a wind- 
blown 1555-47X total. In addition, 
he also won the prestigious Wimble- 
don Cup 1000 yard match with a 100- 
18X. 

Fasy used a pair of matched rifles, 
one a .308 for National Match Cour > 
competition, and one a_ .30/338 for 
1000 yard matches. Both rifles were 


Hornady’s new 41 cal. (.410) $3.90 
210 gr. HP Pistol Bullet... 


is carving out a special role as a favorite for big 
bore pistol reloading. In big game handgun car- $3.90 
tridges it can be tailored to produce more wallop 


based on new Model 70 actions. His 
choice of new Model 70’s contrasts 
with the preference of most bolt- 
gunners for old Model 70’s because 
of their supposedly smoother action 
during rapid fire bolt manipulation. 


Both rifles were fitted with 31 inch 
fluted stainless steel A & M barrels. 
The 31 inch length attracts attention 
immediately. Fasy jokingly said it 
gets him closer to the target, but I’m 
sure his real reason is the results he 
has had with long barrels. He does 
all his own chambering, barrel fit- 
ting and fluting. 


His emphasis on testing is worth 
noting. He has a test machine for 
firing the complete rifle at 600 yards. 
The fact that Fasy tests at 600 yards, 
the longest distance in the National 
Match Course, is interesting because 
many shooters have felt that just be- 
cause a rifle shoots well at 100 or 
200 yards does not mean it will also 
group well at 300 or 600 yards. Fasy’s 
experience seems to verify that the 
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9mm (.355) 
115 gr. HP 


38 cal. (.357) 
125 gr. HP 


than the .357 (1400 fps/19.5 gr. of 630 P) with 38 cal. (.357) 
less recoil than the 44. This hefty 210 grain bullet 158 we 
goes where you point it...penetrates, expands, ‘ 
shocks and stops. It’s a part of a growing line of 
jacketed, non-leading pistol bullets from onan 
Hornady. Only $4.95 per 100. ee He 
$4.50 
Hornady pistol bullets are at your dealer's now. 
Accurate, deadly, dependable —/oad a box dae 
and prove it! ee 
ss Fri 47-agg 452 ACP prio) 
80 Bullets for Handloading $4.50 
Send for list 
45 cal. 
ornady oy: 
250 gr. HP 
Bullets =“ 


HORNADY MANUFACTURING CO., Dept.pS Grand Island, Nebr. 68801 
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best place to test a match rifle is at 
the longest distance it will be used. 
At 600 yards he required 3 inch or 
1/2 minute groups. He went through 
12 different barrels before he select- 
ed the barrel he used at Camp Perry. 

His barreled actions are glass bed- 
ded into stocks made by P. J. Wright, 
who is a fine bolt-gun shooter him- 
self. The shape of Wright’s stocks 
follow the Model 70 factory pattern 
closely except that the pistol grip is 
deeper and fuller. 

Fasy used two different loads in 
his .308. At 200 yards and 300 yards 
he used the 168 grain Sierra bullet 
with 40 grains of 4895. At 600 yards 
he used the 200 grain Sierra bullet 
and 46 grains of 4350. In his .30/338 
he used 65 grains of 4350 and the 200 
grain bullet. 

The combination of gunsmithing, 
handloading and shooting skill which 
Ted Fasy demonstrated in winning 
the National High Power Rifle 
Championship exemplifies the tre- 
mendous appeal of high power rifle 
shooting. There is probably no other 
shooting game which combines all 
phases of the shooting sports so well. 


A New Adjustable Iris-Filter 
Combination 


One of the reasons the J. G. An- 
schutz has managed to dominate the 
smallbore target rifle market in re- 
cent years is that no other firm has 
ever had such a wide selection of 
well-designed accessories to go with 
their rifles. All of these accessories 
have been designed as a result of 
the close personal contact which the 
factory maintains with top shooters 
throughout the world. When enough 
good shooters want a new and better 
piece of equipment, Anschutz will 
usually make it. 
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Recently I received a package in 
the mail containing a new Anschutz 
#6760 Adjustable Eyepiece/Filter 
Unit. The rear iris unit I received 
was a combination click adjustable 
iris and self-contained interchange- 
able filter set. This is one aiming 
accessory that will do just about 
everything except aim and it can 
make that more efficient. 

This is the third click adjustable 
rear iris Anschutz has marketed in 
the last ten years and the first to com- 
bine the filter unit and the adjust- 
able iris. The first Anschutz adjust- 
able iris was click adjustable but the 
sizes of the iris opening were not 
marked on the unit. The second 
model was bulkier, but the sizes of 
the aperture opening were visible. 
Rear aperture openings varied from 
(0.8mm. to 2.0mm. in 0.5mm. incre- 
ments. The new #6760 unit adjusts 
from 0.6mm. to 2.4mm. in 0.5mm. 
increments. Many shooters com- 
plained that the clicks on the old 
units were not fine enough, but that 
problem is solved now. 

Previous attempts to integrate a 
filter system with their rear iris be- 
gan when small colored discs were 
supplied which the shooter could slip 
into the rubber eyeshades which 
came with the rear sight. The prob- 
lem with this system was that the 
shooter invariably got a fingerprint 
right in the middle of the disc when 
he tried to insert it—if he hadn’t 
lost it beforehand. The second at- 
tempt was to market a set of five 
smaller sized rubber eyeshades, each 
of which contained a pre-inserted 
colored filter. This was an improve- 
ment, but these too were easily mis- 
placed. 


The interchangeable filter section 
is mounted on the #6760 unit so that 
it is between the eye and the rear 
aperture. This section can be un- 
screwed if conditions do not call for 
a filter, but that is hardly necessary 
since one of the six positions on the 
rotating filter wheel has no filter. 
The other positions have a yellow, 
brown, and three shades of gray fil- 
ters. These choices will account for 
all the practical filter choices which 
the average shooter could make. The 
filters appear to be good quality and 
their colors have been well selected. 

The Anschutz #6760 Adjustable 
Eyepiece/Filter Unit is solidly con- 
structed. The aperture opening was 
perfectly round at all sizes and all 
click stops were easily discernible. 
The click adjustments are now fine 
enough that the advantage of a con- 
tinuously adjustable iris is negated. 
This is an excellent accessory that 
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would be a valuable addition to the 
iron sight shooter’s equipment. The 
USA retail price was not available 
when this test was completed. 


Lead Removal 

Mr. W. H. Roberts, an avid PS read- 
er from Decatur, Georgia, and I have 
had a running debate through the 
mails concerning the efficacy of regu- 
lar barrel cleaning. I have insisted 
that cleaning was necessary, mostly 
on the basis of personal experience 
and the experience of fellow target 
shooters. Mr. Roberts has insisted 
that cleaning often is not necessary 
on the basis of his own bench rest 


experience. The interesting thing that 
seems to be coming out of our letter 
exchange is that practical experience 
is about the only guide any of us 
have when it comes to justifying our 
convictions. 


Particularly when it comes to the 
problem of leading, neither of us 
have been able to say positively that 
any of our popular bore cleaners 
actually have any chemical effect on 
highly inert lead. We have ques- 
tioned whether the bore cleaner is 
what removes lead deposits, whether 
the brushes and patches remove the 


(Next page please) 
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lead or whether it is only the powder 
and primer deposits that are affect- 
ed. The last letter I received from 
Mr. Roberts described an experiment 
which he conducted which seems to 
indicate that one bore solvent does 
have some effect on lead. Let me 
quote some of his letter for you: 


This time a bar of SAECO bullet 
material ... was cut to provide two 
pieces about 3/4 by 3/4 by 1/4 inch 
after being fairly well smoothed 
out with a flat file and brought as 
closely as practicable to the same 
weight so that one could be held 
as a control against any fluctuation 
in powder scales readings because 
of changes in temperature, humidi- 
ty and barometric pressure. One 
piece weighing 251.9 grains was 
submerged in a shot glass full of 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks 
or Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS 


Write to 


G. R. DOUGLAS COMPANY, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL” PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
matically insert primers with great ac- 
curacy in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each shell holder will handle two sizes 
of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 (allow postage for 5 
Ibs. and insurance) which includes shell 
holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, 
sorting tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holden for .38 Spl. and 
30-06. Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 
$2.00. 


This cartridge priming tool allows you 
to clean and to inspect the all important 
primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 
TIME AT THE LOADING BENCH. 


THE GUN CLINIC 
81 Kale St. Mahtomedi, Minn. 56557 


—SS a 
10 


Hoppes No. 9. The weight of the 
control piece was 251.7. The sub- 
ject piece was allowed to soak for 
five full days. The glass was in- 
spected daily. A gradual change 
was visible to the eye and on the 
fifth day the contents of the glass 
resembled a sludge. 


This was poured off and washed 
away in hot soapy water, then a 
nail brush and hand soap were 
used to completely clean the lead. 
When placed on the scales the read- 
ing was 250 grains or 1.9 grains less 
than before. I checked the control 
piece and found it weighed exactly 
as before, 251.7 grains so I applied 
hot water, soap and nail brush to 
it in an attempt to duplicate the 
handling of the first, but nothing 
changed. It still was 251.7 grains. 
Percentage wise, the test lump had 
very little of its mass removed; 
areawise, it presented to attack the 
equivalent of a rather massive bit 
of leading. Five days of continu- 
ous soaking is more prolonged than 
most riflemen dream of giving their 
barrels. 


Mr. Roberts seems to have proved 
that Hoppe’s No. 9, at least, does 
have some effect on lead, but what 
its practical effect is during a short 
cleaning where only small traces of 
lead are present seems to remain an 
unanswered question. What both of 
us, and many other shooters besides, 
would like to know is whether any 
scientific experiments have been con- 
ducted that have ascertained whether 
commercially available bore cleaners 
and normal cleaning methods do re- 
move lead. We would like to know 
why so many shooters have found 
that cleaning is important for small- 
bores. Is it only because powder and 
primer residue removal is important 
or is it because cleaning does prevent 
the barrel from leading? 


Advice for Newcomers 


During my three years in the San 
Francisco Bay area, I participated in 
the intensely competitive East Bay 
Gallery League with the Oakland 
Army Rifle Club. One of the club 
members who was struggling to make 
our top five was a tall, mild-man- 
nered young man named Doug Beede. 
Doug was intensely interested in 
shooting, but a back injury made 
kneeling and standing difficult for 
him. Fortunately, this is a story 
with a happy ending. Since I left 
California, I have been happy to read 
in Betty Duncan’s columns how Doug 
has found his shooting sport — small- 
bore prone shooting. 


In the last few years Doug has 
come from nowhere to become one 
of the top competitors in the prone 
game. Last year he had a near miss 
of the exclusive 3200 club, posting a 
superb 3199-265X score. Recently I 
received a letter from Doug I would 
like to share with you. I think his 
comments about wind and asking 
questions of the masters are in- 
structive. He writes: 


Dear Gary: 


I hope this letter gets to you, and if 
it does, I wish you a very happy new 
year! 

I have been reading and hearing 
about your continued shooting success- 
es, and also enjoying very much the 
stuff you write in PS. That magazine is 
getting good for the rifle game. 


In one issue, Betty Duncan asked me 
along with the hotshots to tell “my 
secrets” in wind doping. I have had 
had some good prone matches in L.A., 
and have been lucky on occasion. She 
must think I know something! There 
are an awfully good group of dopers in 
California and Prescott, Arizona, and 
whenever I take a licking I ask how 
they did it. With all the lickings I get 
a lot of information. 

I am getting ready for next year's 
belly matches, slowly. The 52D is shoot- 
ing well, but I got ahold of a 37 action, 
and some day will go the custom route. 
The wind is the thing, of course, for this 
52 will shoot X's all dav. I have had 
an awful lot of work on my position at 
Coyote Point's “indoor” (fully protected 
safety range) range, and this year, I 
plan to get to windier ranges to practice 
the doping. I don’t have any secrets, 
but I would like to say that the answer 
for newcomers is to be awfully inquisi- 
tive of the masters, and to rely on their 
help and advice. 

Best regards, 
Doug 


And I wish you all good shooting 
till next month. —Gary Anderson. 
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By R. J. (DICK) SAUNDERS 
Delhi Road 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 


In July 1964, I was introduced to 
the benchrest game. I thought then, 
that was really the thing to do; es- 
pecially after taking 2nd place in the 
first aggregate I ever shot in. With 
a model 70-243 (varmint model), I 
soon found out that I would have to 
have different equipment than I had 
been shooting. My family was grow- 
ing and the funds were getting more 
limited as the family grew. 

In 1966, I started to work in a 
machine shop. I soon learned that 
machine work came pretty easy. I 
acquired an old Atlas lathe and de- 
cided I could build a rifle just like 
I wanted; I had already decided it 
would be a sporter weight benchrest 
rifle. This meant a 6mm or larger. 
The fellows I was shooting with were 
using 6x47’s, and doing real well with 
them. I decided I would build a 
6x47. I began looking for a suitable 
action. A friend I worked with said 
he had a 7.7 Jap barreled action he 
would give me. Since I couldn’t beat 
the price, I accepted. The receiver 
and bolt were all there and a mass 
of rust. With a pair of pads in the 
vise jaws, to fit the receiver, and a 
pipe wrench, I managed to get the 
barrel out of the receiver. Then I 
cleaned it up. After all this work, 
I discovered that I would have to 
either alter the bolt face or use a 
different cartridge than the 6x47. I 
had some 225 cases that fit the bolt 
face. I decided to shorten up that 
case until it held the same powder 
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My First Homemade 
Benchrest Rifle 


charge as the 6x47. Working from 
that, I drew up a sketch of a reamer. 
I had my uncle, who is a tool grinder, 
make up a chambering reamer. 


In the meantime I had ordered a 
Hoffman 6mm barrel. At that time 
these cost only $14.00. I figured that 
if I ruined it, I wouldn’t have a lot 
invested. 


I had seen how Timney & Dayton 
Traister triggers were made, so I de- 
signed a trigger to fit my action. My 
foreman let me stay after working 
hours to work on my trigger. After 
3 tries, I got one that would work 
satisfactorily. A fellow who worked 
nearby came over to see what I was 
working on. I told him I was build- 
ing a trigger for a Jap rifle. He told 
me I could make the action cock 
easier by welding the cocking piece 
up flat with the bottom of the sear 
and grinding the front of it back ap- 
proximately .312; this would allow 
the bolt to close with just a slight bit 
of pressure on the down stroke. Usu- 
ally there is quite a bit of pressure 
when closing the bolt on the Jap 
action. I changed the cocking piece, 
but still had problems after alter- 
ation. I couldn’t get the bolt open 
after pulling the trigger and allow- 
ing the striker to fall. I found I had 
to spring load the trigger assembly 
in front of the pin which holds the 
trigger to the action, so the trigger 
could rock down as the cocking piece 
on the striker slides over the mat- 
ing piece on the trigger assembly. I 
finally got the trigger and the striker 
working right. Then to make a more 
pleasing sight, I turned the safety 
knob down to the small dia. of the 
knob. This removed the safety. It 
is not necessary to have a safety on 
a benchrest rifle. 


The bolt handle stuck out like a 
sore thumb; it had to be changed. I 
made a butter knife type bolt handle 
and had it heli-arced to the bolt body. 


This made necessary the cutting of 
a notch in the receiver, so the bolt 


This is a picture of the rifle described 
in my story. You can see the board and 
staples by looking real close. This is 
the best picture we got out of a com- 
plete roll of film. 


would close. This notch was cut 
with a carborundum cut-off wheel. 

My uncle brought the chambering 
reamer to me. It looked real good, 
and was right on the dimensions of 
my sketch. This was about 5 weeks 
after ordering the barrel. 

I made up a set of case forming 
dies and formed up 60 cases. Some 
place I had read about lapping lugs, 
so I made an adapter to fit the threads 
in the receiver. I bored this out to 
fit a die spring, to which I fitted a 
nylon pusher pad. I spent about 24% 
hours lapping one evening until I 
was satisfied that the lugs were mak- 
ing even contact. 

Now I was ready for the barrel 
which still had not arrived. I waited 
a couple more days and sat down 
and wrote a letter. As usual, the 
the next day the barrel came in the 
mail. 

I centered the barrel on the lathe 
and threaded it to fit the action. I 
turned the barrel 22” long to the 

(Next page please) 
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maximum dia. set by the NBRSA. A 
fellow benchrest shooter who has 
built quite a few of his own rifles 
came down and helped me cut the 
chamber. He used some of the cases 
I had formed to headspace the barrel. 
This was about 11:30 p.m. Now, 
with a hack saw and files, I cut the 
extractor slot. I screwed the barrel 
into the receiver with my newly 
mounted barrel vise and proclaimed 
the barrel job done. I loaded up 3 
cases with a full load of 28 gr. of 3031 
and a 60 gr. Sierra Hp. bullet; the 
case was full of powder and bullet 
pressed on top of it. This load was 
computed by use of the Powley Com- 
puter. 

I stepped out of the back door of 
the house and shot a big oak tree, 
with the barreled action tied to a 6 
ft. stepladder, and about 20 ft. of 
string tied to the trigger. This was 
about 1:30 am. The shot was a song 
to my ears after all of the work I 
had put in on this rifle. My wife 
didn’t see it that way and said I 
would not shoot any more at that 
time of nite. I untied the barreled 
action from the stepladder and went 
to bed. 

After that I couldn’t wait to get to 
the range. The next two nites I glass 
bedded an old Jap stock to the bar- 
reled action, and set a pair of target 
bases on the barrel with some of the 
leftover bedding compound (don’t 
own a drill press). I loaded up all 
60 of my cases and proclaimed the 
next evening, “I am going to the rifle 
range.” My wife spotted the joint in 
the military stock. She made sure it 
wouldn’t come apart by driving some 
small fence staples in straddle of the 
joint (this didn’t help but made her 
feel good). I epoxieda piece of wal- 
nut 1x2 10” long to the bottom of the 
forearm for better holding on the 
sand bags. 


BENCH REST ond 
VARMINT SHOOTERS 
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The next day at work seemed as 
though it would never end. I got 
home and loaded the wife and kids in 
the care, grabbed the rifle and ammo, 
and headed to the range. This was 
in January, and I only had about one- 
half hour of good light left to shoot. 
I bore sighted the rifle to hit about 
1%” low at 30 yards; I figured I could 
hit the target at 100 yards this way. 
I ran the target frame down to 100 
yards, focused the Unertl 20X scope 
for 100 yards and fired. The first 
shot was about 1” to the right and 
%” high. That was close enough. I 
fired 4 more shots and they all cut 
into one ragged hole. I shot two 
more 5-shot groups; both of these 
were under 5/8”. Everything was 
working fine except for misfires. I 
blamed the cases for being too small. 
They would all fire after being hit 
2 or 3 times. 


I went home and reloaded the cases 
that had been fire formed. I waited 
until the next weekend to go to the 
range again. I shot several groups, 
and most all of them were 1/2” or 
5/8” at most. Still plagued by mis- 
fires, I was about stumped. I cut a 
piece of wood from a wooden dowel 
I found in the woodshed. I put this 
in front of the main spring — this 
helped but still didn’t cure the mis- 
fires. I made a new spring same 
diameter wire and 1” longer — this 
still didn’t work. I took this prob- 
lem to a mechanical engineer. He 
figured a longer spring would work. 
I said I had tried that already. He 
said to try a shorter, heavier spring. 
I wound a new spring of new .080 
spring wire, 6 tpi., 34%” long. I put 
the new spring in place and it worked 
perfectly, and fired every time. 


The first benchrest match was only 
17 days away. I figured I had better 
weigh the rifle as it could only weigh 
10% Ibs. with scope. I took it to the 
grocery store and weighed it on their 
meat scales. It only weighed 11 Ibs. 
7 oz.—15 oz. to remove! I took it 
home and sawed the barrel from 22” 
to 19%”. I really hoped that I hadn’t 
ruined the accuracy. I also cut 3” 
off of the walnut board. I took it 
back to the store —it still weighed 
3% oz. too much. I went back home 
and rip sawed the walnut board 
lengthwise to within 11%” of the re- 
ceiver, then I drilled two 3/4” holes 
lengthwise up the buttstock. Back 
over to the grocery store —it still 
weighed 1 oz. too much. I cut some 
more wood off of the walnut board, 
removed the front scope base and cut 
it in half, and drilled two 3/8” holes 
in the bolt handle. I went back to 
the grocery store and finally had the 


legal weight. I still didn’t have a 
trigger guard, I didn’t have time to 
worry about that, because the rifle 
match was just 4 days off. I loaded 
my shells with 27 gr. of 3031, and 60 
gr. Sierra HP bullets. I practiced 
every nite until the match. I was 
really happy the way the rifle was 
shooting. 

The day of the match a lot of guys 
got all over me for shooting such a 
strange looking contraption. These 
guys were not benchrest shooters, but 
shooting in the hunting rifle matches. 
The benchrest shooters looked at my 
first homemade rifle, but if they 
laughed, like all of the rest, they 
didn’t let me know it. 

I shot my rifle in all of the match- 
es that day, and didn’t wine a one; 
but out of 27 shooters I got all three 
3rd place trophies. I was the happi- 
est shooter on the range. Since then 
I have completed one full benchrest 
season and am half way through the 
second. I have yet to win a 1st with 
it, but have seven 3rd place trophies, 
two 2nd place trophies, and two small 
group of the day trophies. The best 
trophy of them all is a target I shot 
in a match on March 2, 1969 — 5 shots 
in .114. At that time this group beat 
the official world record of Tom Gill- 
man’s .137.. My group was not shot 
in a registered match so it is not of- 
ficial. However, I know I shot it, 
and it hangs framed in my den. 

This past summer I spent some 
time in the hospital. In my recuper- 
ating period, I managed to get my 
rifle restocked with a piece of butter- 
nut that is almost perfectly quarter- 
sawed. I put a polyurathane finish 
on it to try to make it more resistant 
to dents. I have not used the rifle 
enough to see if this finish will help 
or not. 

I have shot one match with the 
rifle in the new stock and [ still 
haven’t won, but got another 2nd. 


I kept track of all the cash I spent 
on the building of this rifle. It totaled 
$18.25. I had the finish, and a gun- 
stock supplier gave me the butternut 
stock blank. So, I have a Sporter 
Weight benchrest rifle for less than 
$20.00, not counting labor involved. 

If I could shoot as good as this 
rifle will, I might even win a match 
with it. 
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Shifting into high gear, quite force- 
fully, the gallery season is our big 
newsmaker. And, focusing on the 
“firstest with the mostest” — 
MARGARET is the one! Captain 
Margaret Thompson Murdock really 
“socked it to them” at the Sixth 
Champion of Champions match at 
Fort Benning with the second per- 
fect 4-positional 800 ever fired in 
competition. Major Lones W. Wig- 
ger, Jr., fired the initial 800 break- 
through with scope. But, the petite 
World Woman’s Champion shot her 
800 with TRONS!!! 

Designed as a gallary marathon, 
Fifth Champion of Champions match 
— 480 shots on the ISU target (50- 
meter reduced for 50-ft) — was held 
on the first of two 4-day segments. 


The Sixth Champion of Champions, 
which followed, was over the con- 
ventional NRA 890-shot course. They 
improved upon so many records that 
it would necessitate inserting a re- 
written record book to list them all. 
Individual and team records in the 
Int’] portion numbered 48. 

Sixteen of the seventeen competi- 
tors fired Anschutz rifles. It was 
Eley ammo all the way. 

Among the more spectacular scores 
were Margaret’s 381 Standing and 
1174 full course Int’l iron sights... 
Lones Wigger’s 1180 full course Int’l 
any sights —he now holds both the 
iron and scope full course records 

. Lt. Lanny Bassham’s 400 plus 
38 additional 10’s in the any sight 
kneeling. Nine competitors equaled 


LOS ANGELES RIFLE & REVOLVER CLUB 
invites 
Smallbore Prone Shooters 
to the 


14th ANNUAL 
WESTERN NATIONALS 


May 2-3, 1970 


(First time Non-Registered) 


Reduced Entry Fees 
Choice of Awards 


CASH ° 


MERCHANDISE ° 


TROPHIES 


Programs: Dianna Chase, 1821 Warwick Ave., Santa Monica, CA 90404 
Phone: (213) 828-6901 
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the 40-shot prone Int’] scope and iron 
records (400 X 400). Lt. Dalton had 
400 + 99 additional 10’s with irons. 

Margaret’s fantastic success in solv- 
ing her visual problems is interest- 
ing. (She is nearsighted and has 
astigmatism). Her concentration has 
been on developing strength with 
irons, looking toward the world 
arena. In fact, it is not surprising 
to observe her shooting irons in any 
sight matches. What is amazing is 
that she has been so successful in 
outshooting many with perfect or 
near-perfect vision—in a field of 
male competitors. 

The U.S. Army Team of Major John 
R. Foster - 1175, Wigger - 1180; MSG 
William E. Krilling - 1171, and Bass- 
ham - 1173, had a very fine 4709 for 
the Int’] full course, any sights. 

One of the attractions of smallbore 
shooting is that it is a “family affair”. 
A living “commercial” is the team 
which set six new women’s team 
records. See the Army glamour gals 
in the photo. With a 286 average, 
the team of Margaret Murdock; her 
sister, Marie Thompson Alkire, Trish 
Foster (by the time you read this, 
Jack will be a new papa); and Kathy 
Krilling, had a super 1145 score, 1/4 
ISU course, any sights. 

In the conventional 4-position 
events, 64 records were broken or 
equaled... . Jack Foster had 400 plus 
15 additional 10’s in the 4-position 
Any Sight. ... A 12-year-old junior 
shooting star from Illinois, Elliot 
Hutchinson, commanded the respect 
of his elders with a 4-position metal- 
lic sight score of 396 — ahead of some 

(Next page please) 
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U.S. Army Blue Team (Left to Right)—Major John Foster, MSG William E. Krilling, 


Captain Margaret Murdock, Major Lones W. Wigger, Jr., and Lt. Lanny Bassham 
equaled or exceeded 19 team records at the 5th and 6th Champion of Champions 
Gallery Tournaments at Fort Benning, Georgia. 


big names which we won’t mention 
—to become a co-holder of the Junior 
Record. 


The really solid Open Record in 
the team matches was the 4-man 40- 
shot prone-standing any sight score 
of 1593, credited to the Army Reserve 
team composed of Major Bruce Mede- 
dith - 398, Lt. Jack Writer - 399, Lt. 
William Rigby - 399, and Capt. Don 
Harmon - 398. 


* * * 


Regarding the non-registered West- 
ern Nationals Smallbore Prone Tour- 
nament on May 2-3 (see advertise- 
ment), the Los Angeles Rifle & Re- 
volver Club sincerely regrets that 
NRA denied its request for regis- 
tration. 

Tradition is important in the shoot- 
ing game. It plays a vital role in 
uniting shooters to work together for 
common goals. And, since shooters 
are a closely-knit fraternity, they ap- 
preciate being consulted about de- 
cisions which affect their sport. 

In 1957, the Western Nationals 
name was granted by NRA, follow- 
ing which it was ruled that no other 
tournaments would be granted the 
name “nationals” other than Nation- 
al Championships. Our Western 
Nationals has enjoyed nationwide 
popularity. (Even the press has re- 
sponded when we request coverage, 
when some other tournaments are 
ignored.) The National Mid-Winters 
which had its inception at St. Pete 
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in the early 1930’s has long been a 
smallbore tradition. 

By upsetting the status quo, NRA 
has deprived competitors of the op- 
portunity of shooting for classifi- 
cation purposes and of establishing 
national records. . . . On the other 
hand, the tournament sponsor is able 
to reduce entry fees and offer a great- 
er return in awards — choice of cash, 
merchandise, or trophies. It is be- 
lieved that there are ample oppor- 
tunities to gain, or advance, one’s 
classification, and the largest turnout 
at major tournaments is in the Master 
Class. As for national records — who 
ever hears about the majority of them 
anyway, unless you read about them 
in Random Shots? 

It was voted unanimously by the 
membership of the Los Angeles Rifle 
& Revolver Club that the Western 
Nationals be conducted as tradition- 
ally scheduled. On behalf of the 
Executive Committee and the club 
members, we extend to you a most 
cordial invitation to attend. We are 
planning an informal shooters’ get- 
together after the Saturday matches. 
Would you like a barbecue at the 
range? 

* * * 

A long distance call has just in- 
formed your “Random Shots” editor 
that she has been honored by the 
New Jersey Smallbore Rifle Shooter’s 
Affiliation as its first honorary mem- 
ber for “service performed for the 
smallbore game”. Gentlemen (and 


also ladies), I am touched and feel 
deeply honored. Further, I wish 
you every success as you carry out 
your purpose of promoting smallbore 
shooting in New Jersey. 


At their meeting on Jan. 23, 1970, 
at the Cranford Motor Lodge, Cran- 
ford, N. J., member clubs represented 
were: Central Jersey R & P Club, 
Dayton R & P Club, Jac Pine Inter- 
state Range,, Lakeland Rifle Club, 
Maplewood R & P Club, Medford 
Lakes R & P Club, Perth Amboy R & 
P Club, Ridgewood Rifle Club, River- 
side R & P Club, and Roseland R & P 
Club, and were unanimous in de- 
cisions made. 


Elected officers, who will hold of- 
fice until the first meeting of the 
general membership later in the 
spring, when a proposed constitution 
and by-laws will be presented for 
ratification, are: Chairman, Jerome 
Abelman, Central Jersey; Vice-Chair- 
man, Charles Walter, Perth Amboy; 
Secretary, Ken H. Stannard, Rose- 
land; and Treasurer, Henry Yoos, Jr., 
Jac Pine. 

The New Jersey Smallbore Rifle 
Shooter’s Affiliation will soon re- 
quest affiliation with NRA. 


* ok * 


The annual Marina Rifle & Pistol 
Club’s awards banquet was a most 
enjoyable occasion and it was a 
pleasure to be an invited guest. It 
might well have been called a “victo- 
ry celebration” so impressive was the 
list of Nationals Records established 
and titles won by members during 
the past year. President Tom Mc- 
Guire, who is doing an exceptional 
job, continues in office. Bob Bjork- 
lund has been a real leader of the 
Marina Club Juniors. As organizing 
president of the Rabbits, plus the de- 
mands of college work at UCLA, he 


Army Glamour Gals broke six women’s 
team match records at the 5th Champion 
of Champions Gallery Tournament, Fort 
Benning, Georgia. (Left to Right) Kathy 
Krilling, 16-year-old daughter of a proud 
(and famous) father; Captain Margaret 
Thompson Murdock; Mrs. Trish Foster 
(8 months pregnant); and Mrs. Marie 
Thompson Alkire (Margaret's sister). 
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was happy to turn over his gavel to 
Dan Chase. 

It was an occasion for recalling 
recent highlights, and the visit of 
the USAMTU team, following the 
Pre-World Games, was memorable. 
Shortly after their arrival, they con- 
ducted the most outstanding Shoot- 
ing Clinic ever held in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Sponsored by the Southern 
California Junior Rifle League, in- 
structors and shooters were out in 
force, numbering nearly 150. Con- 
ducted by Major Lones W. Wigger, 
Jr., he was assisted by an eminent 
panel composed of Captain Margaret 
Murdock, M/Sgt. William E. Krilling, 
and Lt. William R. Rigby. Their pre- 
sentation was illustrated by slides de- 
picting various shooting positions. A 
question and answer period followed. 

Surely no range in the country 
has held such a fascination for Int’l 
shooters, in view of the scores fired 
at Marina. 

* * * 

The Santa Monica range could well 
write its own Record book, and the 
cream of TUSAMTU were eager to 
test its potential. The visitors from 
Ft. Benning, Ga., were soon aware 
that squadding is a major consider- 
ation, and it was no mystery that all 
of the National Records have been 


NUMBER ONE??? California State Smallbore Prone Postal team awaits results of 
the NRA competition in which they dropped only 7 points over the metallic sight 
Dewar course — (left to right) Forrest O. Kline, Coach; Bill Grater, Bob Boydston, 
Cliff Pierson, Tom Guerin, Doug Beede, Bill Halsted, Siegfried Watzlawek, George 


Vartanian, Bob Bjorklund, Vic Auer, and Lee Smith, Team Captain. 


Los Angeles 


Rifle & Revolver Club firing line in the background. 


fired on the extreme left end of the 
range. The exception: Gary Ander- 
son set his ISU-type scope records 


National Smallbore Computer Matches 
scheduled by Data World Corporation 


NEW! OUTDOOR and GALLERY! 


e NATIONAL COMPETITION EVERY MONTH 
e MONTHLY CASH AWARDS 
e BIG “GRAND AGGREGATES” 


Ask your local club for details... 


NOTE: CLUBS — If you have not imp!emented the N.S.C.M. program at your 
range, send this letter today for complete needs! 


NATIONAL SMALLBORE COMPUTER MATCHES 


a division of Data World Corporation 


7349 CANOGA AVENUE, CANOGA PARK, CALIF. 91303 


CLUB NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


CITY: 
Gentlemen: 


STATE: ZIP: 


Our club is affiliated with the National Rifle Association of America and it is the desire of 
our club to provide the N.S.C.M. program to our membership. 


Our club has 


active shooters. 


Please assign our club an N.S.C.M. club number and forward supplies, at no charge, to the 


above address for our participation. 
Sincerely, 


Name: 
Title: 
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Phone: ( ) 


on the windiest point, #18 on the 
right end, a couple of years ago... . 
Now, with Lones Wigger squadded 
on #1 position throughout the first 
weekend of the any sight Shoot-a- 
Thon, it was expected that he would 
run the records up out of sight... 
for a few years, anyway. There was 
only one obstacle — no one had con- 
sulted the meteorologist! Small craft 
warnings were posted for the week- 
end, and intermittent gales pene- 
trated even the protected corner of 
the range. During the Monday team 
matches, rifles had to be cleaned 
frequently due to blowing sand... 
and, in nearby areas, trees were over- 
turned and power lines blown down. 
A more favorable weekend, it seemed, 
for flying a kite than aiming at the 
ISU target reduced for 50-yds. 


Not that the Record explosion was 
greatly deterred; it was merely a 
matter of the brakes being applied 
to soaring scores. ... As anticipated, 
Lones Wigger raised the National 
Open Record for the 120-shot Int’l 
Free Rifle Course, but only by 6 
points, to an 1181—also a Service 
Record. . . . Anderson’s 1175 stands 
as the National Reserve Record... . 
Carl Guenther’s 1168 was good for 
the Civilian Record, and Margaret 
Murdock’s 1148 was a 10-point im- 
provement over Elizabeth Espoin- 


tour’s Women’s Record. . . . John 

Willott was Hi-Collegiate with 1147, 
(Next page please) 
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as Bob Bjorklund had 1107 for Hi 
Junior honors. 


U.S. Army Blue Team of Margaret 
Murdock - 582, Bill Krilling - 578, 
Wigger - 574, and Bill Rigby - 573, 
had only 1-point to spare in establish- 
ing new Open and Service Records 
with their 2307 over Marina Club’s 
2306. A new Civilian Record, the 
2306 was compiled by: John A. Wil- 
lott - 583, Carl Guenther - 581, Row- 
land J. Robinson - 574 and Christo- 
topher Bowles - 568. The existing 
Open Record was the 2305 set up by 
the USAF Team on the Marina range 
the previous year. 


It was in Standing that Wigger 
fired his most exceptional score —a 
390 for the Open and Service Record. 
Barry Trew’s 381 had been tops be- 
fore. The famed Wigger determi- 
nation was apparent as he put to- 
gether a pair of 195’s, which includ- 
ed an 8 on the second stage — but, 
the groups were phenomenal. 


“Wig” and Carl Guenther were high 
in the Kneeling with 392’s, which 
Record is held by Chris Bowles and 
John Writer at 395. Former MTU 
shooter Dave Kimes raised Mike Al- 
len’s 388 Reserve Record to 390. Mar- 
garet’s 384 took the Women’s Record 
from Elizabeth Espointour by a point. 


A total of 26 records shattered dur- 
ing the five days culminated in the 
English Match during the 2nd week- 
end. Prone scores during the first 
weekend were of record calibre as 
firing was continued (from Satur- 
day) at 7:00 am. on Sunday. Lt. 
Dean Bahrman continued firing for 
70 additional 10’s to go with his 600 
for a National Service Record. Carl 
Guenther and “Lovable George” Var- 
tanian each ran strings of 400 + 60 
10’s in the prone phase of the 3- 
position to exceed George Stidwor- 
thy’s Open and Civilian Records of 
400 + 35. It wasn’t that they shook 
any out; they elected not to burn up 
any more Eley. 


But, the real climax of the Eng- 
lish Match series came when 16-year- 
old GEORGE NELSON CULLUM, III, 
overshadowed the prestigious field 
with a 600 + 100 additional 10’s for 
a National Record score in Open, 
Civilian, and Junior categories! That 
is shooting. He didn’t stop there, 
however. While he was hot, he went 
on to hold 179 shot in to win the 
Prone Aggregate with a 1799, a 
National Junior Mark. ... Vic Auer’s 
1800 is still #1 there... . Bob Bjork- 
lund placed 2nd with 1796. ... Mar- 
garet’s 1793 is a Woman’s Record.... 
12-year-old Mary Lou Adler shot well 
to top the other juniors with her 1790. 
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MTO shooters ... Bahrman - 600, 
Margaret - 599, Krilling - 598, and 
Wigger - 597, fired a creditable 2395 
team score considering the unusually 
windy conditions on Monday. So, 
they left for home, happy in that 
department, anyway. 


Tronically, the following weekend, 


a team of top-flight Marina Club 
juniors knocked the props right out 
from under them with a 2396!!! The 
junior “hot shots” who set Open, 
Civilian, and Junior records are Nel- 
son Cullum - 600, Bob Bjorklund - 
600, Mary Lou Adler - 598, and Dan 


Chase - 597. 


IBS Publicity Committee Meeting 


ELMIRA, N. Y. 
March 7, 1970— 7:00 P. M. 


Members present: Boughton, Hall, 
Purcell, Stekl, Tooly, and Walker. 
Those in absentia were Tardy, Cot- 
ter, DeNeve, and Arnold. 


1. SERVICE TEAM 

The first point brought up was the 
importance of establishing a SERV- 
ICE TEAM that would have as its 
function service to new clubs that 
need and want help from the parent 
organization in getting their shooting 
program off to a good start. It was 
agreed that a team chairman should 
be someone with much knowledge 
and ‘know-how’ in conducting match- 
es, in the proper manner, from set- 
ting up to the final scoring, and re- 
porting the results. It was unani- 
mously stated that Robert Hart was 
the man who should head this com- 
mittee. It was also agreed that Mr. 
Hart could pick his own team from 
the membership, and that the team 
should be flexible in relation to the 
number to be used in any given 
SERVICE project. The whole com- 
mittee volunteered to help, if called 
upon. 

The group then discussed possible 
areas that might want to get started. 
Camillus and Liverpool were men- 
tioned as possible prospects. Mike 
Walker is to make the initial contact 
with Camillus and William Tardy 
and Dick DeNeve were to contact 
Liverpool and other areas around 
Syracuse. 

The topic then went across the 
border into the land of our Canadian 
neighbors. Mike Walker will contact 
a Mr. Wetherly and Dave Hall will 


write to a Mr. Beaver. Should there 
be interest in any of these areas, it 
is to be reported to the Publicity 
Chairman and action will be forth- 
coming. (Since the Elmira meeting, 
Robert Hart has agreed to head up 
the TEAM!) 


2. LOCAL PUBLICITY BY LOCAL 

CLUB REPRESENTATIVE 

It was felt that the locally elected 
club representative, who automatic- 
ally becomes a member of the IBS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, should 
have the responsibility of reporting 
all shoot activities to the local news 
media. Each representative should 
also be the membership and interest 
pusher for the service area of his 
club. When the representatives are 
known, the Recording Secretary is to 
make sure that these people. have 
all the applications, magazines, and 
registration cards and any other sup- 
plies needed. 
3. All publicity committeemen are to 
be furnished with magazines, appli- 
cations, rule books or other publicity 
media as individually needed. Maga- 
zines will be given out at no charge. 
4. In closing the meeting, it was 
stated, as policy, that every new 
member should obligate himself to 
get another new member. 
5. ACTION 

At a special meeting of the EXECU- 
TIVE COMMITTEE of IBS, which 
will be held in April, 1970, the recom- 
mendations will be made that: The 
IBS Executive Committee sanction 
and promote the above suggestions 
and desires of the Publicity Com- 
mittee. 

LaFayette 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 


Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm, 6.5 mm, 7mm and .25 and .30 calibers available. 


also .22 rim fire blanks. 


For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York, R.D. #2 


Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 
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By HARLON CARTER 
Former President of the NRA 
P.O. Box 3035 
Terminal Island 
San Pedro, Calif. 90731 


Gun Laws 
AND ENFORCEMENT 


The gun prohibitionist has found 
only one avenue by which he can 
attack the shooter-sportsmen of this 
country and, at the same time, corral 
support for his attack from among the 
well-meaning and delightful people 
who have not had experiences in 
matters of criminals, self-defense or 
of violent death. 


The gun prohibitionist’s avenue of 
attack is provided by conditions of 
crime which do exist but con- 
cerning which few people seem to 
agree as to the cause or the remedy. 
The attack has been cleverly orches- 
trated so as to persuade a lot of good 
people that there is an essential re- 
lationship between the existence of 
firearms and the incidence of crime, 
notwithstanding some of the periods 
of history most notorious for crime 
and unrest were before the invention 
of firearms. Juvenal, writing of Rome 
in the first century after Christ, said 
that violence was so rampant in the 
streets that the wealthy people never 
went out after night except when 
surrounded by their armed guards 
and torchbearers and the poor went 
out not at all, except at grave risk to 
life and limb. And that was centuries 
before anyone had a clear idea as to 
what could be done with gun powder 
besides firecrackers and pyrotechnic 
displays. 

This orchestration of assaulting 
voices is not inharmonious with 


QUALITY GUNSTOCKS 


CATALOG #70 


A publication designed to aid 
in customizing your rifle or 
shot gun stock. 56 pages in- 
cluding complete specifications 
for hundreds of stock styles 
and 100 full color illustrations 
of Fajen's new stock styles. 


Only $2.00 postpaid. 


Federal Firearms 
License #43-732 


REINHART FAJEN, INC. 


Warsaw, Mo. 65355 


P.O. Box 338 ° 
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police-state type thinking which sees 
the freedom of the people and the 
freedom of the press second to their 
safety and security and sometimes 
second to the convenience of the 
police in their operations. Regret- 
tably, and perhaps stupidly or blind- 
ly or for sinister reasons of their 
own, some of our news media lend 
their voice to this assault which, if 
effective, would pull their edifices 
down with that of the sportsmen. 

A current press report, typical of 
numerous ones in the last several 
years, carries some pretty exciting 
copy concerning the arrest of a deal- 
er in machineguns for Latin revo- 
lutionaries, the Minutemen and the 
John Birch Society. (That’s what the 
report said and I have it in my hand 
—pages of it.) The arrested man’s 
distraught and aged father, sad and 
weary, no doubt, and distressed too, 
I am sure, by the questions of per- 
sistent reporters, determined to ob- 
tain certain kinds of answers, is re- 
ported to have said, “That’s his whole 
life, guns. When he was about five 
years old he wanted a rifle and, like 
a damn fool, we gave him a .22.” 


Personally, I never heard of any- 
one letting a 5-year-old have a rifle. 
But there in that quotation you have 
it. The prejudiced point has been 
made. Parents have been warned not 
to let their youngsters have rifles. 
Society has been urged not to per- 
mit marksmanship training or hunt- 
ing. In an anguished and emotional 
moment, granting that the old man 
said what the reporter said he said, 
a man nearly 80 years old, seeing 
prison gates closing for his gun-run- 
ning son, blamed it all on the conse- 
quential sins of a tot with a .22! No, 
he didn’t blame it on greed for profit. 
He didn’t blame the troubles on his 
failure to have brought up the son 
in a moral and religious atmosphere. 


Harlon Carter 


He didn’t blame it on narcotics or 
liquor or women or the moral frail- 
ties of young men. He didn’t blame 
it on a compulsory system of edu- 
cation with a built-in meaning for 
youngsters that if you have the 
power, you have the right. Nor did 
he blame it on an educational system 
led in some parts of the country by 
an unwashed, long-haired bunch of 
revolutionaries. Not at all. 

A decent and reasonable man’s first 
grasp of this tale leaves him sad for 
the plight of a broken father and 
numb for the stupidity of the re- 
porters who wrote it. But are they 
really stupid? The article is thread- 
ed throughout with the theme that 
militant groups can get guns any- 
where they want to; that “rifles usu- 
ally are legal to possess” and that 
nasty extremism and firearms owner- 
ship go hand in hand. And I sug- 
gest that this was the purpose of the 
whole thing. They are not stupid. 
They have a philosophy to peddle if 
it will be bought and to compel if it 
will not. And if you think some of 
the more prestigious elements of the 
press and television in this country 
are not already controlled, let’s see 
you find a nationwide forum for ex- 
pressing our opposing viewpoint. 


Oh yes, your local paper might 
print a brief letter to the editor, or 
your local station might give you a 
discussion-type thing wherein you 
get precious little or no time to 
answer the onslaught you have al- 
ready suffered while then, at the 
same time, you also have to bear up 
while two or three other debaters 
chop you and lash you for what you 
say when all you sought in the first 
place was equal and uninterrupted 
time to say, cooly and moderately, 
something in reply to the first at- 
tack. That you do not get. 

(Next page please) 
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The law-respecting shooter-sports- 
man in America, more than anyone 
else in this country,. seeks practical 
and effective law enforcement and 
more than anyone else, he wants to 
stop the abuse and misuse of fire- 
arms. Not only does he suffer from 
their misuse the same as any other 
citizen, but, in addition, he knows 
that each sensational incident with a 
gun is going to be followed by the 
inevitable march to abolish guns— 
the more notorious the incident, the 
more hysterical the march. 

We are indeed grateful that there 
has been lately in America a certain 
quietening — a subduing of the polar- 
izing influences which may have been 
responsible for much of that which 
we have suffered in the area of vio- 
lence and crime and which surely 
had something to do with the assassi- 
nations of public figures which have 
led conscientious people, in desper- 
ation, to seek new legislation when 
the old was not being enforced. The 
people are now beginning to make 
distinctions between that which con- 
stitutes protest and that which con- 
stitutes revolt. This President of the 
United States has not stridently 
called for another impossible prohi- 
bition to be respected only by those 
who are not going to cause any harm, 
no matter how many guns they own. 
He has not cried out against inani- 
mate objects and referred to them 
categorically as instruments of mur- 
der. The result has been a calming 
effect — an effect in which the news 
media of America has not been alto- 
gether a willing participant, I suspect. 


Granted, some of the more responsi- 
ble elements of our television and 
press have seemed to discover that 
the hysterical pursuit of comfort and 
security is counter-productive. Some 
of the pundits have discovered that 
when security comes, it comes not 
from being sought or wooed, nor by 
political parties trying to out-promise 
each other in goodies for everybody, 
whether deserved or not, but is the 
natural consequence of principle, re- 
ligion and virtuous and voluntary re- 
lationships between people. 

Others of the American television 
and press, by their excited, person- 
ality-emphasis reporting, by their 
frequent exaggeration, by their con- 
triving of controversy where it does 
not exist, and by their emphasis upon 
it where it does exist, by their con- 
tinuing effort to polarize the ex- 
tremes and their emphasis upon the 
reporting of these extremes, actually 
have a bear by the tail. It may be in 
some cases—I do not know — that 
the nature of the competitive forces 
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confronting them require they con- 
duct themselves as they do. Never- 
theless, there is great danger that 
they may so disturb the ordinary 
calm American citizen that he will 
eventually turn upon them, and there 
is little likelihood, judging by the 
precepts of history, that the ordinary 
citizen, finally aggravated and final- 
ly convinced that bitter medicine is 
needed, will be either wise or patient 
in the dosage he will administer. 


Of course, it is not expected, in a 
country like America, that such a 
citizen will turn directly to attack 
the press. Rather, it is to be expect- 
ed that he would, by legislation move 
through his local police force and he 
may find his local police insufficient, 
inept, or handicapped. He may per- 
ceive some local bumbling and _ be- 
come convinced that the hard-hel- 
meted, jack-booted, spit-and- polish, 
federally-supported types are superi- 
or for the job he believes unhappily 
necessary. When the majority of the 
citizenry feels this way they will 
move in strictly legal channels and 
the Congress will afford them new 
laws, if necessary. 


The silent majority possesses an 
awesome and mighty power. They 
might come to seek ever-continuing 
support for their local police by way 
of ever-increasing federal assistance. 
They would do so, initially, with the 
support of the press, which would be 
seeking, they would say, to support 
public security and public protection 
which they feel they need and which 
the public deserves. This is the same 
press which fails to see that the 
hard-helmeted, jack-booted, spit-and 
polish federally-supported police will 
be the instruments which will first 
afford the security and protection we 
all desire and then, later, will not 
tolerate criticism or interference or 
excitement or exaggeration or the 
contriving of controversy or the 
polarization of extremes by the forces 
which brought them into being. 


A federalized police, backed by 
90% of a gun-licensed and registered 
people was all Adolf Hitler had— 
and that was all he needed! 


We speak of a press and television 
which, in the pursuit of security and 
comfort for all citizens, will support 
federal assistance for police without 
thinking of revealing that federal as- 
sistance means federal control. Such 
federal assistance inevitably means 
federal control through the ordinary, 
federally-ordained administrative ne- 
cessity that standards be established 
by the police organization as a prece- 
dent to the receipt of the federal as- 


sistance sought. Thereafter the same 
administrative necessities will re- 
quire there to be federal inspection 
to see that those standards are main- 
tained. And from federal establish- 
ment of standards and the lash of 
federal inspections there naturally 
and inevitably comes federal control 
of our local and state police organi- 
zations. We will have a federalized 
national police force with computer- 
ized identification and numbering of 
all of us. 


Thus it is that the move to control 
crime in this country must be guided 
and controlled by men who will 
honestly seek only legislation which 
will do what it purports to do and 
the price of our liberties is that we, 
the people, keep them honest. We 
must beware of the pursuit of securi- 
ty and comfort. 


The good citizen, prodded by the 
lurid and exciting commentary of 
press and television, may finally 
move hastily and immoderately, or 
else he may be softened to permit 
others to do so. It would not be his 
intent to have a government - con- 
trolled press. Instead, by an empha- 
sis upon police security, upon police 
power, upon police methods possible 
only by federal assistance, the good 
citizen can wreak everlasting dam- 
age to the fundamental structure of 
government which he would normal- 
ly seek most to preserve. By ever- 
increasing dependence upon the po- 
lice, coupled with an ever-increasing 
demand for additional security and 
protection — things which the police 
are especially organized for eagerly 
and forcefully pursuing — joined by 
a press ever more engaged in ambu- 
lance-chasing crime and violence 
which are their daily bread, the good 
citizen can feed the growth of police 
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authority to the destruction of all he 
once held dear. 

And so it is that the good citizen, 
stirred by the media to do so, may 
finally demand law and order with 
such fierce vigor that no political 
voice, however wise, can deter him. 
A greater disaster could be brought 
upon the people than any conceiva- 
ble loss to be expressed in terms of 
consequence of crime. 


But the people will then have 
reasonable security, a thing which, if 
they cannot have by the exercise of 
personal virtue and ability, they will 
establish by a call upon police au- 
thority —a call so strong, a call so 
loud as first to supersede the First 
Amendment instruments which give 
voice to the people and then to super- 
sede the freedom of the people them- 
selves. 


So the sportsman, like all good citi- 
zens, should get down off Cloud 9, 
plant his feet hard on the bedrock 
principles of decency, and call a halt 
to the proliferation of bureaucracy 
and call a halt to legislative en- 
deavors offering more to advertise 
the names of their sponsors than to 
so-called control of crime. For the 
sportsman knows it is impossible to 
have security of persons and their 
homes by a law which purportedly 
requires criminals and fugitives to 
come into police stations with their 
firearms for the purpose of recording 
serial numbers and being fingerprint- 
ed and photographed. The licensing 
of either people or their arms in the 


vain quest for security imposes a re- 
quirement on law-respecting citizens 
and not upon criminals. It is a truism 
that when guns are prohibited only 
criminals will have guns. A law, 
which, to be successful requires the 
cooperation of criminals, is doomed 
to failure. We must turn over a new 
leaf and face up to fair but stern re- 
sponsibilities of good citizenship so 
that it will be the violator of the law 
who forfeits either his freedom or 
his life, and law-respecting citizens 
will not be hampered in their lawful 
and agreeable pursuits. 


Freedom cannot survive in a po- 
litical climate which permits the 
government to impose restraints on 
innocent people with the vague hope 
or ill-defined trust that one of them 
will be caught back-sliding. A 
government which does not trust its 
law-respecting citizens will not long 
be trusted by them. 


To be convinced that new laws are 
not needed to fight crime, observe 
those cases reported in the press of 
some lurid crime which has led to 
editorials critical of the citizen’s right 
to keep and bear arms. Observe the 
number of laws already on the books 
which the culprits have violated and 
then, later on, observe carefully what 
has been done in the courts with 
those cases. 


Observe how often the shooter- 
sportsman has been crucified upon a 
cross of misunderstanding and slan- 
der after some violent crime has been 
committed and then observe how 


often the culprit has later been found 
to be free to commit his crime again. 
And in some cases again and again 
and again. Reasonable and moderate 
men cry out while time remains for 
the voices of good judgment to speak 
in America. Put the blame where it 
belongs! Put the burden on those 
who misuse firearms and not upon 
law-respecting citizens! The whole 
panorama of effort to control fire- 
arms as though to do so is an effort 
to control crime will deceive many 
people and lead them to think that 
something is being done about crime 
when really nothing is being done 
about it. 

Thus it is that this effort to control 
firearms, instead of to control crime, 
is doing a great disservice to the 
cause of real law enforcement. Fire- 
arms laws such as the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, passed in the hysteria 
following sad assassinations, with 
more publicity than any conceiva- 
ble return in terms of crime control, 
distract the attention of the 
people from the real causes of crime 
and divert their energies from real 
solutions. 


may 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
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SHOOTING starting Jan. 1, 1969 will 
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Other countries outside of U.S., Cana- 
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ORIGINAL PENNSYLVANIA 1000 YARD BENCHREST CLUB, INC. 


Cal. Action 

1. Richard Kepp 6.5 300 Sako 
Enhaut, Pa. 

2. Ted Mackey 6.5 300 Rem 700 
Bradford, Pa. 

3. Jim Mackey 6.5 300 Sako 
Bradford, Pa. 

4. Cliff Hocker 300 Win. Rem 721 
Camp Hill, Pa. Mag. 

5. Walter Bryan 308 Norma Rem 721 
Williamsport, Pa. 

6. Howard Wolfe 30-378 Wolfe 


Mifflinburg, Pa. 
7. Jerry Guilds 
Lawrenceville, Pa. 


808 Norma Hart 


8. Tony Danias 6.5 300 Rem 700 
Bradford, Pa. 
9. Pete Wurster 300 Mag. Mauser 
Montoursville, Pa. 
10. Art Mackey 6.5 300 Sako 
Bradford, Pa. 
11. Ray Rink 6.5 300 FN-BR 


Bradford, Pa. 
12. Richard Beaver 

Watsontown, Pa. 
13. Guy Green 


808 Norma Wolfe 


Hughesville, Pa. 

14. Harry Lutz 6.5 300 Rem 700 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

15. Henry Schauer 300 Wby. Belguin 
Long Branch, N. J. 

16. Guy Mitchell 6.5 300 Mauser 


Shamokin Dam, Pa. 98 


17. Larry Wog 6.5 300 Mauser 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

18. Tom Drummond, Sr. 6.5 300 Mauser 
Williamsport, Pa. 

19. Bill Theis 300 Win. Rem 40X 
Williamsport, Pa. 

20. Dave Bamberger 300 Win. Mauser 


Montoursville, Pa. 
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300 Super Rem 721 


Information on Top 20 Aggregate for Year 1969 


Scope’ Barrel Lgth. Dia. Twist Wet. 
Unertl Hart 30” 1.250 1-8 18 
15X 

besa Hart 29%” 1.250 1-8 18% 
Unertl Hart 29” 1.250 1-8 19 
15X 

Unertl Hart 30” 1.250 1-12 21 
15x 

a Shilen 29” 1.250 1-10 22 
15 

a" A&W 31” 1.875 1-10 35 
20 

Unertl Hart 29144” 1.350 1-12 26% 
Unertl Hart 28” 1.250 1-8 20 
Unertl Hart 30” 1.250 1-10 26 
20X 

Unertl Hart 29” 1.250 1-8 19 
15x 

Lie aed Douglas 30” 1.125 1-8 21 
15 

Unertl 82” 1.875 1-10 50 
24X 

Unertl Hart 28” 1.250 1-10 22 
24x 

Unertl Hart 30” 1.250 1-8 26 
15x 

Rowtiald Hart 30” 1.250 1-12 20 
16 

megree Walker 30” 1.250 1-8 72 
16 

Unertl Hart 30” 1.250 1-8 24 
15X 

Unertl Douglas 31” 1.250 1-8 28 
15X 

eds Hart 26” 1.250 1-12 24 
15 

Unertl Hart 30” 1.250 1-10 26 
20X 


Six Match. 
Load Bullet Primer Group Avg. 
H870 Norma Herter 13.88020 
83 er. 109 
X283 Norma CCI Mag. 15.04166 
90 gr. 139 
X283 Norma CCI 250 15.13021 
89 gr. 139 
4350 Sierra 190 Fed.215 15.140638 
65 gr. Match King 
4831 International Fed. 15.27606 
77% gr.168 gr. 
H570 Sierra Rem Mag 15.43231 
106 gr. 190 gr. 9% 
4350 190 gr. CCI Mag. 15.92710 
69 gr. Match King 
X283 Norma Rem Mag. 16.22916 
89 er. 9% 
4831 190 CCI Mag. 16.68230 
75 gr. 
X283 Norma CCI 250 16.81250 
89 er. 139 
X283 Norma Rem Mag. 17.04688 
89 gr. 139 9% 
4350 Sierra 190 Fed. 215 17.44270 
T1gr. Match King 
4831 Sierra 200 Rem Mag. 17.70313 
75 ger. Match King 9% 
H870 Norma Herter 120 17.94270 
83 gr. 139 
4831 Sierra 190 Fed. 215 18.03436 
83 gr. Match King 
H870 Norma Fed. 215 18.13020 
82 gr. 139 
H870 Norma 139 Fed. Mag. 18.35415 
82 er. Match King 215 
H202 Norma Fed. 215 18.55730 
89% gr.139 
4831 Hornady Fed. 215 18.75001 
79 gr. 168 gr. 
4831 Sierra CCI Mag. 18.78125 
75 gr. 190 
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Smallbore Notes 


By HERB HOLLISTER 
Smallbore Technical Editor 


MIRAGE 
IS 

MIRAGE 
IS 

MIRAGE! 


At Phoenix for the Road Runner 
and Western Wildcat Smallbore 
Tournaments, along with a goodly 
number of other winter-weary and 
tender - elbowed competitors — op- 
portunity offers for a round table 
discussion of the controversial sub- 
ject of mirage and its effect on our 
smallbore scores. I have repeatedly 
stated that it is my position that any 
possible displacement of the aiming 
point due to the apparent effect of 
mirage may safely be disregarded— 
and that mirage may be used simply 
as a visible indication of the direction 
and velocity of wind movement. 

Dr, Mann, in his great book on the 
ballistics of smallarms, “The Bullet’s 
Flight”, reports on the results of his 
experiments in this area, under the 
chapter heading, “Mirage vs. Tele- 
scope”, “that a mirage does exist 
under certain peculiar conditions of 
the atmosphere is not questioned, but 
because it has frequently been held 
responsible for errors in rifle shoot- 
ing when using telescope sights, 
pretty conclusive tests were institut- 
ed during September, 1904, to ascer- 
tain its influence.” Observations 
were made after mounting telescopes 
in very rigid steel rests, with cross 
hairs centered on paper discs, 2” in 
diameter located at various distances 
up to two hundred yards. The obser- 
vations were made at intervals over 
a four day period, verified by three 
different persons, in the widest possi- 
ble range of conditions of tempera- 
ture and humidity, and checks were 
even made at night by artificial light. 
Dr. Mann states the tests “demon- 
strated that no mirage could be de- 
tected, in slightest degree, to affect 
telescope lenses or change the po- 
sition of cross hairs on target up to 
200 yards.” 

The first member of our panel, or 
round table, to comment after read- 
ing Dr. Mann’s chapter is Raymond 
Sargent, of Houston, Texas. A fine 
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smallbore shooter and dealer in pre- 
cision optical instruments, Raymond 
is well qualified to speak out on this 
thorny subject. His words follow, 
and in the May issue of P.S., opinions 
of at least two additional authorities 
will appear. 
* * * 

At first thought I was delighted to 
be asked to contribute my thinking 
on this matter of mirage and its ef- 
fect, if any, on Smallbore Rifle Shoot- 
ing. On second thought, however, I 
question my ability to successfully 
debate the issue, especially with fel- 
low competitors for whom I have 
great respect, and for whom I have 
bought so many medals over the 
years. 

Mirage, in my judgment, is really 
hot or warm air in motion, greater 
in its effect on our shooting, the 
nearer the bullseye is to the ground. 
(We seldom note as much mirage on 
the top edge of a 100 yard target as 
we do on the bottom edge.) Obvi- 
ously neither mirage nor the wind 
really displaces the target — mirage 
only makes the bullseye appear to 
have moved (and we aim our rifles 
at the apparent changing position). 
Wind, of course, if of sufficient 
velocity, can deflect our bullet a sig- 
nificant amount, but it is my obser- 
vation that when heavy mirage is 
present I often suffer greater bullet 
displacement on the target than the 
small changes in wind velocity could 
normally be expected to create. To 
put it another way: shooting on cool, 
cloudy days with say, a five to ten 
mile wind, I get less bullet displace- 
ment on the target than I do with a 
similar or lesser wind velocity on a 
hot, bright sunshiny day with heavy 
varying mirage. 

That mirage, the most disturbing 
element of atmospheric turbulence, is 
of considerable significance is evi- 
denced by the fact that most all high 
order land surveying (triangulation) 
is conducted at night, with instru- 
ments capable of measuring quite ac- 
curately — even though a howling 
wind may be present or may be quite 
variable and shifting the troublesome 
aspect of mirage that causes apparent 
displacement of surveyors’ targets is 
absent. 

In concluding my brief comments 
on mirage permit me to say that I 


Herb Hollister 


think the oftentimes devastating ef- 
fect of mirage can be quite evident 
regardless of whether metallic sights 
or scopes are used. We only see it 
more clearly with our telescopes and 
must depend on the hazy blurred 
sight picture we often experience 
with metallic sights or our spotting 
scopes to reveal its presence. 

My “bride” and shooting com- 
panion of thirty years, Inez Sar- 
gent, employs a shooting technique, 
with metallic sights, that I too have 
found helpful when heavy mirage is 
present: When the mirage is run- 
ning in either right to left or left to 
right, the metallic sight “picture” is 
clearer than when the mirage stops 
temporarily and “boils”. The tempo- 
rary “boil” may indicate a shifting 
or coming change in direction, which 
behooves one to “hold up” and refer 
to the spotting scope to determine if 
a change in direction of mirage move- 
ment is occurring or if the “boil” 
was a temporary condition brought 
about by cessation of wind move- 
ment. Of course if the wind velocity 
increases to a point where the heat 
waves (mirage) are not visible then 
in my opinion it is the wind alone 
which causes most of the bullet dis- 
placement. 


With vast improved ammunition, 
and rifles of fine quality readily avail- 
able, the understanding and doping 
of mirage takes on increased im- 
portance for the rifleman who hopes 
to excel. So you can see I believe 
quite strongly that mirage can and 
frequently does, if we don’t “hold 
over” or change our sights, cause us 
to shoot “where the ten ring ain’t.” 
About the best that can be said for 
mirage is— “the least is the best,” 
and “yawl” better believe it! 


Raymond Sargent 
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Rambling 


Thoughts 


FOR THE NEW 
BENCHRESTER 


1) Don’t expect to win the Nation- 
als the First Year — Some sports 
have “naturals”, men who come from 
nowhere to stardom in the space of 
a short season. Friend, this ain’t one 
of them. There are just too many 
variables, such as the various items of 
equipment, the loading, the shooter 
himself, etc. I feel that if the first 
full year should show our new shoot- 
er reaching the point where he can 
produce a .500 aggregate or lower 
every time he sallies forth, regard- 
less of conditions, he should feel 
satisfied with himself. His second 
full year will hopefully bring him to 
the point where his average aggre- 
gate for the season will be in the 
vicinity of the .400 bracket. We are 
talking about the heavy varmint class 
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here, which is the class most of our 
new shooters are starting with to- 
day. At this stage of his competitive 
shooting career, if he is indeed pro- 
ducing .400 aggregates, he will begin 
to be known as a capable competitor 
in our circles. He will not be win- 
ning the big matches, but he’ll be in 
the top half of the shooters. From 
here on, if the shooter is to progress 
into the .350 aggregate class, things 
are going to go slower still. But this 
is the point at which you have to 
decide if you will be happy in life 
merely being a competitor, or if you 
want to be a champion badly enough 
to pay the price for success. The 
price mentioned is both the financial 
outlay for the equipment necessary, 
as well as the long hours loading the 


By DAVE BRENNAN 


cartridges, making or selecting bul- 
lets, and the constant practice at the 
bench, both for technique and com- 
ponent comparison. In our field as 
in business, if you really want to 
succeed, you are going to have to get 
somewhat pig-headed about it. As 
we said earlier, don’t expect it all at 
once. Just keep those groups gradu- 
ally decreasing. And don’t get dis- 
couraged; that .550 aggregate you just 
fired that you were so unhappy with 
would cause 99% of our nation’s 
shooters to call their local news- 
paper, and insist on speaking to the 
editor. 


2) The Equipment for the Task— 
There are certain investments that 
have to be made and here as every- 
where else, the middle of the road is 
probably the safest for the beginner. 
Were I to start brand new in the 
game tomorrow, I think my starting 
budget would look like this: 


Rifle: New 40X-BR .222 


caliber $275.00 
Scope: Used Lyman 20X 75.00 
Sandbags: Wichita front 

pedestal, with owl-ear 

front & bunny-ear rear 40.00 


This does not include the loading 
equipment, of course. A budget for 
loading equipment would be as fol- 
lows: 
RCBS Junior Press $29.50 
.222 Neck sizing die, RCBS 9.50 
.222 Straight line seater 


(Wilson) 12.50 
Lyman Ohaus powder 

scale 20.00 
Lachmiller priming tool 12.00 
100 new cases, .222 10.00 
1000 Remington 

7% primers 8.00 
Lyman powder measure 17.50 
500 53 grain match bullets 20.00 
3 lbs. 4198 powder 12.00 


These figures are not all to the penny, 
but obviously in the ball-park of actu- 
ality. A quick pass at the adding 
machine shows a total of $541.00, and 
when you add in a few pieces of 
equipment such as cleaning rods, etc., 
we are at the $550 level. There it is, 
my son, the facts of life in cold, hard 
dollar signs. This is what is neces- 
sary to get going properly. 

3) Only a Custom Rifle and Cus- 
tom Bullets Really Shoot — The be- 
ginner could easily come to believe 
this fallacy after attending a regis- 

(Next page please) 
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tered match as a spectator, and see- 
ing the fine custom action rifles, and 
listening to a few died-in-the-wool 
purists have a verbal tussle about the 
relative merits of carbide versus tool 
steel for bullet-making dies. This 
writer just recently returned from 
the second match of John Dewey’s 
Sno-Ball League at Millerton, New 
York. A fellow named Ken Viara, 
from Manchester, Connecticut won it 
hands down, with a .319 aggregate, 
and this in the middle of winter. 
Ken’s rifle was a 40X, rebarrelled in 
.222 caliber by Clyde Hart, and with- 
out modification except for a few 
passes with a rasp on the fore-end to 
square off the rounded corners for a 
better fit on the sandbags. The load 
used was the standard 40X “test” load 
of 24 grains of 4895, behind 53 grain 
unselected out - of - the - box Sierras. 
That aggregate, again, was .319. If 
the new shooter will stay with the 
40X, or the newer 40X-BR, he will be 
on safe ground. He should probably 
stay with the standard .222 for his 
first cartridge choice; the light recoil 
makes it admirably suited for learn- 
ing technique. Admittedly, the wind 
will push it around a bit, but he’s 
going to have to learn about wind 
sometime. A sizable number of shots 
will be fired by the new shooter in 
attempting to learn a multitude of 
things about himself, his equipment, 
and conditions, and the .222 barrel 
should last for 5,000 rounds or more 
before it loses its gilt-edge. 


4) The Need for Practice — of two 
types, one to learn conditions, the 
other to test various components. If 
the shooter does all his firing in dead 
calms, he will not learn a thing about 
holding off for wind, or how to deal 
with mirage. On the other hand, if 
the shooter completely scorns calm 
days, he will have little to tell him 
about the value of some component 
change he is trying. So shoot in both 
conditions. And when testing new 
loads or components, only change one 
at a time, or you will be unable to 
pinpoint exactly what the effect was. 
If your regular load for the .222 was 
21 grains of 4198, and you want to 
try 24 grains of 4895, fine, but don’t 
try a different bullet at the same 
time. Trouble-shooting a rifle that 
has stopped shooting well is a matter 
of isolation of the problem; you can 
only isolate the cause if you change 
one at a time. 


5) The Matches are there if you 
want to Shoot — The writer is from 
central Connecticut, and he can look 
forward to this as a shooting sched- 
ule if he really wants to burn some 
cordite this year: (1) January thru 
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April — the 8 matches of the Sno- 
Ball League at Millerton; (2) Sum- 
mer — Rockville, Connecticut fires 
heavy varmint, light varmint and 
hunter classes all on one Sunday a 
month for six months, unregistered, 
with medals for first three places 
in each class, and season trophies; 
(3) Pomfret, Connecticut fires un- 
registered light varmint matches one 
Sunday a month for five months, 
with medals for first three places; 


(4) Johnstown, New York — two 
registered H.V. matches this year; 
(5) Fassett, Pennsylvania — two 


registered varmint matches this year, 
one of which is the Nationals of the 
IBS; (6) Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania 


—2 varmint registered matches this 
year; (7) Blue Trails, Connecticut— 
the Connecticut Heavy Varmint and 
Light Varmint Championships in 
September. 

If you add these up, you will find a 
total of 26 matches, and that averages 
out to one every two weeks for the 
entire year. Obviously no one is 
going to make them all, but a man 
that decides he wants to learn to 
shoot this year will never find a 
better year than 1970 A.D. if he lives 
in this area. 

And then if you are really de- 
termined to break up your marriage, 
get interested in the Hunter class, 
and get a road map of Pennsylvania. 


SMALLBORE TALK 


Mr. Herbert Hollister 
Smallbore Technical Editor 
Precision Shooting 


Dear Uncle Herb: 


“To clean or not to clean” is a 
happily chosen subject. It is also a 
very important one because cleaning 
is something that too many either 
underdo or overdo. In either case 
both rifle and score suffer; for too 
much cleaning overwears the barrel, 
too little may permit rust and lead 
build-up, both harmful to scores. 

My methods I consider both simple 
and efficient. After the day’s shoot- 
ing I push a wire brush a few times 
into the chamber, then put through 
the bore one patch wet with Hoppes, 
counting on the wetness to avoid 
rust, and to dissolve powder residue 
for the first shot next time to push 
out. However, if the gun is to be 
taken to a tournament and so to re- 
main in the case a considerable time, 
maybe in damp weather, then I never 
fail to push an oil-soaked patch 
through the bore before setting out. 

But such simple procedures will not 
suffice forever. The bore becomes 
more or less leaded after several 
years. In my experience the usual 
pattern is a deposit extending several 
inches forward from the breech, and 
from there to the mid-region almost 
no deposit, and from thereon to the 
muzzle a deposit that is likely to be 
rather heavy. 

If too long neglected this uneven- 
ness may lead to blowby several inch- 
es ahead of the chamber. A thorough 
lead-lapping job would restore the 
barrel, but would call for a lot of 
work and skill. So I resort to mer- 
cury cleaning, giving the barrel this 
treatment every two or three years. 
This task is simple and quick. The 
requirements are a few c.c. of mer- 


cury, a cork stopper to close the 
breech, a suitable funnel or home- 
made trough to guide the mercury in 
at the muzzle, an iron or steel rod to 
push in just far enough to raise the 
level of mercury to the muzzle, and 
finally, to avoid waste in event of 
overflow, a wall of projecting tape 
around the barrel at the muzzle. A 
piece of tape around the rod where 
the bore is just brim full will help 
to support the rod, or in connection 
with another piece of tape will hold 
the rod down in case it floats. The 
mercury-laden barrel is allowed to 
stand for maybe half an hour, after 
which the mercury is poured out and 
saved for next time. Remember of 
course that skin contact with mer- 
cury should be avoided. 

The digression which now follows 
is something in between pathos and 
humor. Less than a year ago, after 
the club to which I belonged lost its 
range, our officers promised to pro- 
vide another in a year or two! What 
a consolation that was to a guy 
crowding 83! I moved back to the 
region which I had deserted 66 years 
before, provided a steel backstop, 
and set up my range adjacent to a 
hog lot. There, if nothing else, I soon 
learned that people are mistaken who 
say that the shooting sports have no 
spectator interest. Those pigs quit 
eating corn and just stood on their 
hind legs, each with chin and fore- 
legs on top the low board fence, and 
watched me try for the noble 400. 
Incidentally I had no doubt about 
“where sits the wind,” as Shake- 
speare put it. 

I much enjoy your articles, and 
hope to see you at Camp Perry again 
this year. 

Uncle Jim 

(Jesse M. Grigg) 

720 White Street 
Greenville, Ill. 62246 
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The Light Varmint 
and Sporter Classes 


or... A BIGGER KICK IS 
AWAITING YOU 


Even the lighter 10 1/2 lb. classes 
of varmint shooting are experiencing 
some of the current surge of popu- 
larity of big brother heavy varmint. 
The ’69 Nationals at Fassett, Penn- 
sylvania saw 92 entries in the sporter 
class, and 99 entries in the light var- 
mint. The writer recalls arriving in 
the center (?) of Fassett, Pa., on Fri- 
day evening, to fire in the heavy var- 
mint class the next day. A sign point- 
ed the way to the “South Creek Rifle 
Range,” and six miles later on a road 
that was rejected as impassable by 
the Army who had been considering 
it for a tank proving ground, wife 
and I arrived just as the heavens 
opened up with hail, rain, lightning, 
and other assorted similar pleasant- 
ries. After the holocaust subsided, 
people came out of tents, tarps and 
autos, waded across a sea of mud, 
and went about the business of firing 
the closing relays of the sporter class. 
Competitors up to their knees in mud, 
and drenched to the skin, appeared 
unhappy only over the break in the 
firing rhythm. This is stated pri- 
marily to establish that it takes a 
person of some determination to do 
well in the lighter classes. 


The writer still feels that the very 
best class to start bench rest shoot- 
ing today is the heavy varmint class. 
The additional 3 lbs. allows one more 
latitude in equipment selection, and 
such factors as heavier barrels, heavi- 
er actions, sleeving, broader stocks, 
and lessened recoil will all enable the 
beginner to fire aggregates that will 
be numerically smaller than would 


By DAVE BRENNAN 


36 Wynding Hills Road 
East Granby, Conn. 06026 
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be possible with the 10 1/2 Ib. rifle. 
What the heavy varmint shooter 
should not lose sight of is that there 
are two other categories in the var- 
mint classes, and they are fully as 
enjoyable and as challenging as their 
big brother H.V. 

For the benefit of the complete 
beginner, both the light varmint and 
sporter classes share a similar 10 1/2 
lb. limitation on weight of rifle and 
scope combined. The difference in 
the two lies in the sporter class re- 
quirement that the caliber of the rifle 
be .23 or larger. This has the effect 
of ruling out the super-accurate .22’s; 
for practical purposes it means the 
6mm versus the .308. 


The two classes require certain 
equipment steps be taken if one is to 
make the weight limit. All of our 
leading barrel makers, Hart, Shilen, 
and Dewey, make a special sporter 
class barrel contour to enable the 
shooter assembling his own rifle to 
obtain a properly shaped blank. 
Many of our leading competitors are 
going to the sleeved actions, and the 
Remington model 600 or the later 660 
model have been found to be the ideal 
when aiming for the 10 1/2 Ib. class, 
due to their lighter weight. The 
slightly heavier 721, 722, and 700 
models likewise lend themselves well 
to sleeving. The 40X action is proba- 
bly a bit too heavy for sleeving for 
these classes but would certainly 
make up into an excellent rifle with- 
out it. The stock of the rifle pre- 
sents several opportunities for weight 
saving. 

For those not assembling a rifle, 
but rather attempting to start off with 
a factory rifle, Remington either di- 
rectly or indirectly offers three possi- 
bilities. First would be to obtain the 
new 20” barrel 40X-BR. Although 
new, it shows every indication of 


shooting beautifully in tests; it un- 
doubtedly will be a force to be reck- 
oned with in the ’70 shooting season. 
The only drawback is that you must 
use the new Remington 18 oz. target 
scope with it, otherwise you will end 
up 7 to 8 oz. overweight. The second 
possibility is to go to the regular 40X 
in the light barrel version, cut the 
barrel back to 22” (which is in ac- 
cord with current trends that say a 
short stiff tube is preferable), use a 
Lyman, Unertl 1 1/2”, or Redfield 
scope, and you will make the weight 
all right. The third possibility in- 
volves your acquisition of a regular 
40XB, heavy barrel model, and the 
finding of a gunsmith who does not 
have to be brilliant, but who can fol- 
low simple instructions closely. Your 
instructions will be as follows: 

1) Cut back barrel from 27 1/4” to 
21”, and recrown muzzle. 

2) Cut off front three inches of 
stock fore-end; round off top 
and bottom of this cut in a 
schnabel treatment. 

3) Taper bottom of fore-end from 
front receiver screw forward, 
as to level off the bottom to a 
flat surface. 

4) Rasp both sides of.fore-end from 
front receiver screw forward to 
completely remove the rounded 
bottom of fore-end. 

5) Reduce pull of stock from 13- 
1/2” to 12”. 

6) Using a bit and brace, hollow 
out butt-stock under the recoil 
pad. 

These six steps will enable you to 
have a rifle that will make the 10 1/2 
lb. limit with the Lyman, Unertl 1- 
1/2”, or Redfield. 


Your caliber selection will largely 
be predicated by your choice of class 
that you wish to enter. There is one 
school of thought that says that the 
sporter is the obvious choice to build 
first, as you will then be able to enter 
the rifle in both classes. A second 
school of thought says this is the age 
of specialization, and that a .222 or 
variant is needed in the light varmint 
class if one is to be really serious 
about winning. There is something 
to be said for both theories, so you 
make that decision yourself. 

If you choose to build a separate 
light varmint rifle, your choice of 
cartridge will probably be either the 
standard .222, the 222 1/2 wildcat, or 
the .222 magnum. The sporter class 
offers for your consideration the 
popular wildcats of the 6mm family: 
the 6x47 (.222 mag opened up to .243), 
the 6mm International (.250 Savage 
necked down to .243, with shoulder 

(Next page please) 
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pushed back), the 6mm x 225 (.225 
Winchester case simply necked up to 
.243), and finally the .308 Winches- 
ter. The advantages of the 6mm are 
light recoil and favorable loading 
density (powder reaches nearly to 
base of bullet); the disadvantage is 
the lack of a really good factory 
match bullet. The .308 carries the 
heavy recoil stigma, but has the ad- 
vantages of a superior factory match 
bullet, and excellent wind-bucking 
characteristics. 


There is a popular religious saying 
that in battle, there are no athiests in 
fox holes. There will come a time 
for all of us when we fire a 10 1/2 Ib. 
.308 with a 20” barrel for the first 
time. After the mushroom shaped 
cloud has dissipated, the squirrels 
have ceased to fall out of the sur- 
rounding trees; the four horsemen 
dressed in black, mounted on black 
horses and carrying long scythes that 
appeared as you were about to fire 
the shot have galloped to the targets, 
and are now exclaiming unintelligi- 
bly about the size of the bullet-hole 
in the target, and an eerie silence has 
set in over the entire practice range, 
tell us you don’t BELIEVE! 


Letter to the Editor 


I read with interest in the February 
issue Mr. A. H. Angerman’s “Overcase 
Capacity”; also two letters under head- 
ing: “1000 Yd. Chatter’. In all of these 
the 6.5 x 300 WWH was mentioned. I 
am the one who started this 6.5 x 300 
WWH about 10 years ago and can give 
good comprehensive answers to all 
above if you would care to publish it. 
My first such about 9 or 10 years ago 
to Phil Teachout created so much ex- 
citement it cost me about $30 in postage 
stamps and I am still corresponding on 
it. 

My qualifications for such are: Will 
mention one Douglas Chrome Moly 8” 
twist barrel that after shooting 2000 
rounds shot a 100-11V in its last match 
at 1000 yds. I just got home from a 1000 
yd. match March lst in Phoenix, Ariz. 
I won both iron and scope individual 
matches and was never out of black 
with “iron”, shooting a pair of 50-7V— 
this time using Lapara Finish 144 gr. 
gilding jackets (90% copper and 10% 
zinc), also in an 8” twist. To my knowl- 
edge this was the first official match at 
1000 yards these Laparas have been 
used in. I am sure I had the only 6.5 
in Phoenix matches. 


Please excuse it if above appears to 
be bragging; only trying to give facts. I 
feel doubly good about the clean sweep 
of this match because I am 66 years old. 
If you would care for such a story I 
could include what the British are doing. 
A 6.5 won their last “any rifle’ match 
at Bisley. 

Paul Wright 

Lt. Col. Ord. AUS (Ret.) 
Box 553 

Silver City, N.M. 88061 
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Letters 


TO and 
FROM 


M. H. WALKER 
Technical Editor 


A. H. ANGERMAN RESIGNS 
AS MEASUREMENT CHAIRMAN 


My letter to you of February 2, 1970 
expressed my willingness to continue 
as Measurement chairman for NBR- 
SA and IBS on a very tentative basis. 

After many hours of careful, even 
painful deliberations I finally came 
to the conclusion that it would be 
impossible for me to perform ef- 
fectively as the measurement chair- 
man of either NBRSA or IBS. 

Accordingly I hereby submit my 
resignation from both of these po- 
sitions effective this date. I will not 
reconsider. NBRSA and IBS should 
have sufficient time to appoint new 
chairmen before the competitive 
season starts. 

NBRSA world records as of Janu- 
ary 1, 1970 are correct as listed on 
page 69 of the March-April 1970 issue 
of the “Rifle”. 

A. H. Angerman 
2528 Deepwood Drive 
Wilmington, Del. 19803 


* * * 


Dear Al: 

Sorry you have changed your mind 
about acting as chairman of the 
Measurements Committee for IBS. 
This is a considerable loss to the 
bench rest game. 

Let us know if you have a change 
of heart. 

Sincerely, 
M. H. Walker 


UNLIMITED CLASS AT STAKE 


I received my January issue of P.S. 
on February 7, so I assume my sub- 
scription has not expired. I sent you 
a $5.00 check on February 6, 1970 for 
a renewal, so extend my subscription 
one year from the current expiration 
date. 

I am hesitant about joining the new 
IBS. I have spent the winter build- 
ing a Mechanical Rest Heavy Bench 
Rifle. Knowing the opposition of 
Mike Walker and Bob Hart to me- 


chanical rests, I feel certain they 
will not be permitted on the Eastern 
ranges. However, I do enjoy P.S. 
and sincerely wish to keep my sub- 
scription in effect. 

I am sorry the NBRSA split and I 
am hopeful for both organizations. 

Gary L. Hogsten, D.D.S. 

301-2nd Avenue 

Chesapeake, Ohio 45619 
* * * 

Emory Tooly has asked me to 
answer your letter of February 9th 
on joining the IBS. 

As chairman of the Rules Com- 
mittee I can state that your fears re- 
garding the unlimited class rifles and 
rests are unfounded. The Rules Com- 
mittee met on February 15th and 
decided to keep the two heavy gun 
classes essentially as they were last 
year. The only difference will be 
that the unlimited class will be called 
experimental. Records for the two 
classes will be maintained and tro- 
phies offered for both classes con- 
tingent upon the number of shooters. 

Do you have a better idea? 

—M.H.W. 


“HOW TO GAUGE” 


During a bench rest match, some 
time ago, Mr. Hart described to us 
some of the procedures in gauging a 
barrel. 

I have attempted this with a set- 
up of my own, which is not working 
properly. 

It is hoped that you can give me 
more detailed information on _ this 
subject, especially on the tip that 
passes through the barrel and also 
the type of air indicator gauge used. 

Clarence Bolling 
1128 Chapel Drive 
Greensburg, Pa. 15601 
* * * 

I do not have the exact details you 
request in connection with air gaging 
of barrels in terms of dimensions. 

The glass column, incorporating a 
pressure regulator, and the proper 


PRECISION SHOOTING APRIL ’70 


taper in the glass tube, etc. is avail- 
able from several sources, Sheffield 
and Federal among them. 

Although Mr. Hart makes his own 
air gage heads, I am not familiar 
with the dimensional characteristics. 
Suggest you write Sheffield for their 
catalogs. —M.H.W. 


HUNTER RIFLE TALK— 
FACTORY & MODIFIED 
DISCUSSION 

Dear Doc: 

I was sorry that I couldn’t make 
the meeting in Syracuse due to my 
work. It was a Saturday and Sunday 
job that had to be done. 

I have received some of the high- 
lights of the meeting from a friend 
of mine from York. Some things are 
good and some things could be im- 
proved upon now in the beginning of 
this new organization. If I may, I 
would like to express some of the 
things that some of our club mem- 
bers and others who I have talked to 
during the past summer feel about 
how to improve the attendance for 
the Hunter Rifle matches. 

As it was during the past summer, 
it is just about the same group of 
fellows shooting in the matches. I 
know from overhearing new fellows 
at some ranges that they see our Hart 
barrels, etc. and do not wish to com- 
pete against them. Therefore, it is 
almost a necessity for two classes of 
rifles right there — factory as is and 
improved rifles. Scoring for factory 
should remain as the old system. Im- 
proved rifles should have the scoring 
raised 10 points in the Novice and 
Hunter classes. In P.S. of Sept. 1967 
you had an article about lowering 
the scores to get more in the Master 
class. Today, almost all are in the 
Master class and no Novices. A defi- 
nite consideration must be given to 
help improve this. 

Weight and scope power to remain 
the same always. 

Another thing that must be taken 
into consideration is to open this 
type of match to all legal center fire 
calibers. A lot of chuck hunters have 
rigs that are good but the caliber 
stops them. An open discussion with 
many shooters brings out the feel- 
ing that the .222’s are not going to 
pick up all the marbles. Even bench 
shooters agree on this. 

A registration fee of 50¢ is agree- 
able to all. However, that fee of $3.00 
for associate membership is going to 
bring some howling from those who 
have 2, 3, or even 4 shooting in the 
same family. I feel that if the head 
of the family is a full-fledged mem- 
ber, those in the family should only 
be subject to the 50¢ registration fee. 
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It gets a little steep financially for 
them. Please think this over a little. 

Please hear out Mr. Yurchak at 
your meeting of the rules committee 
before final decisions and printing of 
the new rule books. Now is the time 
to weight things carefully. 

I thank you, Doc, for letting me 
express some of the things that could 
and should be improved now. 


Emmett A. Francis, Sec.-Treas. 
Hamburg R & P Club, Inc. 
Box 12 

Hamburg, Pa. 


P.S. Congratulations on being elected 
President. 
* * * 


Your suggestion to Dr. Garcelon 
to establish an unmodified (factory) 
class for the Hunter Rifle is in my 
opinion a worthwhile suggestion. I 
will try to sell the idea to the Di- 
rectors. 

This suggestion was considered at 
the Rules Committee Meeting. It was 
suggested that a few clubs try this 
class in matches this year, if the class 
is not established officially before 
that time. 

Regarding the price for associate 
membership, I would be in favor of 
a lower membership fee for Juniors 
under 18. However, if you read my 
editorial in the February Precision 
Shooting, you will agree that there 
are good reasons why some compen- 
sation is due the organization for the 
services it provides. 

If a listing of match dates and shoot 
writeups are not required, we could 
dispense with Precision Shooting for 
this purpose. If an inventory of tar- 
gets worth nearly $2000 is not re- 
quired we could dispense with this 
service. If a rule book is not needed, 
or if the keeping of records for scor- 
ing can be dispensed with, we can 
do without an organization for the 
standardization of classes, records 
and rules. Personally I think all of 
these things are needed. If they are, 
then it is hardly fair for shooters to 
take advantage of these services pro- 
vided through the time, effort, and 
money, donated by the officers of the 
organization. 

I would be in favor of a $2.00 
membership fee for associate juniors. 
Perhaps we can sell this idea to the 
Directors. What do you say? 

In case you do not know it, the 
bench rest game has never been self 
supporting mainly due to lack of 
enough members. The officers have 
always been expected to contribute 
practically all of their travel cost, 
phone bills, secretarial, and mailing 
costs to the organization. —M.H.W. 


oe 


M. H. Walker 


WHAT RIFLE FOR 1000 YDS.? 

I am writing to you as a member 
of the NBRSA and would like the 
following information if it is possi- 
ble to get: 

I am thinking of building a 6.5mm 
rifle in either 6.5 x 06 or a 6.5mm x 
.300 Win. Magnum. What do most of 
the 1000 yard clan use? 

What length barrel is used? 

What make of barrel? 

What twist is used? 1 in 10” to 
stabilize the 139 Gr. Norma B. T? 
Also, could you use 100 gr. H. P. for 
Varmint shooting with the 1 in 10 
twist? 

What are the favorite loads used? 
I imagine 4350 and 4831 are the best 
powders to use. 

What velocities do the fellows get 
with the 139 gr. B. T.? 

As you can see, I would like to get 
a complete report on the rifle specs 
and also the report on the ammo. 

Raymond H. Stark, Jr. 
144 North 32nd Street 
Camden, N. J. 08105 

* * * 

Although I fired the 1000 yard 
Bench Rest course at Williamsport 
one time, and we have coverage in 
Precision Shooting on occasion, our 
knowledge in terms of rifle and car- 
tridge statistics, particularly the 6.5, 
is lacking. 

I believe most of the 6.5 enthusi- 
asts are using Hart barrels in 8” to 
10” twist, and probably as long as 
normally available, about 28 1/2” to 
29 1/2” finished. Many 6.5 shooters 
use the .300 Weatherby case, which 
in my opinion is too large. Heavy 
charges of the slowest powders are 
popular. 

The 100-grain hollow point would 
no doubt work satisfactorily in 10” 
twist with the proper load for Var- 
mint shooting. The Norma match 
bullets are the most popular for 1000 
yard competition. 

(Next page please) 
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The use of a large case for 1000 
yard shooting is justified only to at- 
tain the best accuracy at the velocity 
levels around mach 3, say 3100 to 
3300 ft/sec. muzzle velocity. Veloci- 
ties higher than about 3300 generate 
all kinds of fouling problems with 
present day components. Fouling 
generates velocity variation and bul- 
let yaw. Bullet yaw increases drag. 
Since wind deflection is strictly pro- 
portional to velocity loss over the 
range, obviously increases in drag 
put one at a disadvantage, especially 
at 1000 yards, 

The wind deflection formula is: 
D equals W (Ta - Tv) where 

D equals Deflection 

W equals Wind velocity incident 

to line of flight 

Ta equals Time to reach target 

actual 

Tv equals Time to reach target in 

a vacuum (no velocity loss) 
If you want the answer in inches, the 
wind velocity must be in inches/sec 
and time in seconds. 

The high speed advocates will 
argue that the term Ta - Tv will be 
reduced at higher velocity. This is 
not necessarily so. Many shooters 
have proven to their own satisfaction 
that a velocity which gives the best 
accuracy gives the least wind de- 
flection with any given bullet. Nine 
times out of ten this is not the top 
velocity available. —M.H.W. 


Can anyone help Mr. Stark with 
more information on the 6.5? 


IBS INFO TO A NEW CLUB 
Mr. James Hawkins: 
Volunteer Rifle & Pistol Club 
2809 Avondale Avenue 
Knoxville, Tenn. 37917 


Dear Mr. Hawkins: 

Bob Browne of Atlanta has asked 
me to write you describing the new 
bench rest organization IBS (Inter- 
national Benchrest Shooters) with 
the hope that your club would be- 
come a member. 

If you have been reading Precision 
Shooting, you are well aware of the 
organizational advantages in the 
form of better club and individual 
representation. 

The new organization is called 
International Benchrest Shooters be- 
cause Canadian shooters have evi- 
denced interest in becoming a part 
of the organization. There is also 
a strong possibility that Australian 
shooters can be influenced to become 
members. 

The difference between IBS and 
NBRSA is that IBS is set up to pro- 
vide democratic representation. Each 
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member club (annual dues $10.00) is 
expected to elect or select in their 
own manner a representative who 
would be a member of the IBS Board 
of Directors. All major decisions 
would be made by this group. An 
Executive Board, a part of the Board 
of Directors, consisting of President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Recording 
Secretary, and Treasurer (and the 
previous President), would be elect- 
ed by the membership at large. The 
Executive Board would carry out the 
recommendations of the Board of Di- 
rectors. It would have veto power 
over the directors requiring a two- 
thirds majority to override. Voting 
at Board Meetings could be by proxy 
or by letter since all agendum, etc., 
will be published three months in 
advance of meetings. 

Match scheduling and registration 
is handled by the Directors under the 
Vice-President as chairman (Robert 
Hart, 332 Montgomery Street, Nesco- 
peck, Pa. 18635). Club affiliations 
should be handled through the chair- 
man also. Targets, registration cards, 
and other forms, will be available 
from the Recording Secretary (Emo- 
ry Tooly, 8 Cline Street, Dolgeville, 
N. Y. 13329). Individual member- 
ships ($8.00/year) should be mailed 
to Mr. Tooly. This will include a 
subscription to Precision Shooting. It 
will allow the member, on showing 
his card, to shoot in IBS registered 
matches for an IBS fee of $1.00/day 
in the Varmint and heavy classes and 
$.50/day in the Hunter class. Non- 
members pay extra. The club match 
fees are on top of IBS fees. 

The Executive Board elected at the 
organizational meeting January 10th 
consists of the following: President, 
Dr. A. H. Garcelon, 133 State Street, 
Augusta, Maine 04330; Vice Presi- 
dent, Robert W. Hart, 332 Montgom- 
ery St., Nescopeck, Pa. 18635; Secre- 
tary, M. H. Walker, R.D. #1, Mohawk, 
N. Y. 13407; Recording Secretary, 
Emory Tooly, 8 Cline St., Dolgeville, 
N. Y. 13329; Treasurer, Clyde R. Hart, 
R.D. #2, Lafayette, N. Y. 13084. 

Targets and necessary forms are 
now in the process of being printed 
and should be available around Mar. 
1st. 

Announcement of a meeting to rati- 
fy action of the committees, such as, 
Constitution and By-Laws and rule 
book, etc., will be made soon. 
M.H.W. 


WHO WANTS TO MAKE 
BULLETS AND JACKETS? 
I do not have the time nor the 
necessary equipment to get into the 
highly precision game of bench rest 


shooting. However, I look forward 
to receiving Precision Shooting. I 
value the technical tips from the men 
that top the field of precision. 

In the past 40 years I have done 
considerable shooting, reloading and 
experimenting with varmint and 
hunting rifles. Back in 1935 I bought 
a M54 .220S sporter and was dis- 
appointed because I was unable to 
develop any load that would con- 
sistently shoot 1 minute. Some seven 
years back, still interested in a good 
ground hog and crow rifle, I had two 
rifles built; one, a .230X .250 Ackley 
Imp. target weight barrel, the other a 
.230X .250 Ackley Imp. heavy sporter 
barrel on M98. I found that the .230 
with 65 gr. and 70 gr. bullets would 
shoot flatter at 300 yds than the .220S 
and had considerably more velocity 
than the Swift at 300 yds. This was 
fine but I soon learned that there 
were no .230 bullets available suit- 
able for the velocity and accuracy I 
wanted. Sisk .230 has a very thin 
jacket of about 4 cal. head, and not 
too accurate, 1% to 2 min. Fred 
Barns’ 70 gr. .230’s were worse than 
no bullets at all. 

The .230 is a very fascinating wild 
“wildcat” varmint rifle but precision 
bullets are not available. I had a 
choice of having the rifles re-bored 
to 6mm or mking my own bullets. I 
had, some 20 years back, worked as 
a die maker and decided to make my 
own bullets. I ran right into another 
problem, no suitable jackets avail- 
able. I decided to make my own 
jackets with one more problem, no 
suitable hand press available. 

I am plain “bullheaded”’, maybe, 
but I wanted to shoot. The .230 
seemed to be the most suitable var- 
mint cartridge available. I decided 
to try to build a press and dies to 
make a jacket to make a bullet for 
the .230. I wanted a precision press 
but could not stand too much of the 
$10 per hour wanted by some tool 
shops and they didn’t understand the 
precision necessary for a bullet die. 

It was a long, drawn out process 
but I finally completed the press, the 
jacket dies, bullet dies, core dies and 
core or lead wire extruding dies. My 
advice is: If you haven’t had con- 
siderable experience as a tool and 
die maker, better forget it. 


The press has a special mechani- 
cal linkage unlike any press on the 
market. With a 30” handle it de- 
velops an estimated 10T. This was 
from comparison with a hydraulic 
press with gage in coining pure cop- 
per slugs. The press was designed 
to make jackets, all shapes and sizes 
up to at least .375. I have experi- 
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mented with many jacket types, thin 
straight walls, thick straight walls, 
thick tapered walls, thick stepped 
walls, folded point, Nosler type par- 
tition, solid type partition, and cavity 
point solid base. 

The press is designed to make 
jackets from flat sheet, copper tub- 
ing, solid copper bar and of course 
re-drawing available jackets. While 
the press was designed first to make 
jackets it is also adapted to precision 
bullet making. It is not a high pro- 
duction press; to date I have made 
some 4000 .230 bullets of various 
types. This is for the experimenter, 
the shooter with a creative mind, to 
make a bullet he wants that is not 
for sale. This is for the shooter who 
wants a better bullet, but finds the 
bullet makers will not make _ his 
special bullet. 

For conventional type game bullet 
select correct copper tubing of wall 
thickness from .032” to .065”. For 
Nosler type partition bullet select 
copper tubing from .032” wall to .065” 
wall. For solid type partition bullet 
select correct size solid copper bar. 
Also use solid copper bar for cavity 
point solid base. These should be 
made bore size with driving bands 
rolled in shank to groove diameter 
to reduce pressure. 

This was my first jacket press, my 
first bullet dies, first jacekt dies and 
I have never been in a bullet manu- 
facturing plant. I haven’t attained 
the precision I had hoped for. I 
have gotten down to 3/4”, but still 
can’t depend on 1 min. Then again 
there is me, and the old M98 in the 
old M98 stock, to consider. 


I did learn something about bullets 
for game. The .230 with 70g thick 
wall shank, heavy solid partition, 
and small thin tapered point, cavity 
of pure solid copper, is a_ terrific 
game combination. Bullet expands 
to approximately 3/8” and stays to- 
gether. Penetration equals or ex- 
ceeds penetration of 180g Nosler in 
30/06. The Nosler type partition is 
not strong enough to withstand the 
3800’/sec. velocity of the .230 and 
stay together. From my limited ex- 
perience, I would guess that a 180g 
pure copper partition bullet made 
from a solid copper slug having .065 
wall shank, 1/4” solid partition, very 
small tapered point cavity, shot from 
.300W.M., would expand to 1/2” and 
penetrate a bull moose the long way. 
Hell to make, so Nosler uses tubing. 

My barrels are not target quality, 
the old M98 actions and stocks are 
not target quality; neither are my 6X 
Weaver and portable rest. Besides 
that I am not an expert rifleman so 
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I am not sure how good or bad the 
.230’s are. Experimenting with jacket 
thickness in the .230, jackets of .035” 
have shown better accuracy than 
.015” jackets. However, solid copper 
looks real good. Shape of base seems 
to have an effect on the accuracy; a 
flat base not perpendicular to the 
shank is bad. I have settled on a 
base with 3/32” flat with 45° boat- 
tail. This has proven more accurate 
than my flat base bullets. 

At the present time my bullet mak- 
ing experiment is at a standstill. I 
do not have money available to have 
dies made and I do not have a shop 
of my own. So no more bullet dies. 

From time to time, in Precision 
Shooting, there have been some 
rather crude mechanical gadgets sug- 
gested for precision bullet making. 
Precision bullet making is not easy, 
die making is not easy, but I have a 
press designed to make jackets and 
bullets. Seems to me the bench rest 
shooter who goes all out for that last 
.001” could use such a press to good 
advantage. <A bullet with a sharp 
pointed 45° base may not be deflect- 
ed by muzzle blast as much as a flat 
base. A .015” gain might mean a 
win. There seems to be considerable 
interest in precision bullet presses. 
A new bullet jacket may be the 
answer we are looking for. 

I would like to send you some 
sample jackets made on my press, 
maybe some 1/2 bullets. Wonder if 
I can mail jackets and 1/2 bullets? 
—you know these stupid laws. From 
the sample jackets, one can get some 
idea of the possibilities of such a 
press. I am not interested in selling 
my press but am thinking in terms 
of some interested manufacturing 
company building a similar press for 
sale, if there appears to be a market 
for a precision jacket and bullet 
press. 

From the sample jackets one can 
judge the strength and power re- 
quired. If the samples look favor- 
able, maybe someone might be inter- 
ested in further information. I would 
ship the press for inspection if inter- 
est seems to warrant it. 

I wouldn’t want to guess what this 
press costs in money and man hours, 
including dies. I will appreciate any 
suggestions. 

John G. O’Hara, Sr. 
5504 Oakmont Circle 
Nashville, Tenn. 37209 


* * * 


We will publish your letter in Pre- 
cision Shooting with the expectation 
that anyone interested in manu- 
facturing your press will contact you. 
Jackets are scarce now. There is a 


good chance that someone may be 
interested. —M.H.W. 


BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
& SPOTTING SCOPES 


I am thinking of getting a new 
spotting scope which will be used 
primarily on the bench. Have been 
thinking that a 45 degree or 90 degree 
ocular might be more convenient 
than my old Argus. Would appreci- 
ate your comments on how the bench 
resters feel on this. Thanks. 


Dr. Richard J. Weaver 
St. Mary’s Hospital 
Athens, Georgia 30601 


* * * 


After having used both 45° and 90° 
eyepieces on spotting scopes, I still 
favor a straight eyepiece mainly due 
to the ease of alignment. 

There are few benches in this area 
large enough to allow placement of 
a spotting scope on the bench and 
still allow room for your rifle, rests, 
and elbows. Most scope users prefer 
a separate mount or tripod allowing 
the scope to be placed on the ground 
beside the bench. 

Actually spotting scopes are not too 
much in use by bench shooters except 
from behind the firing line. Only a 
very few are using them for mirage 
and wind doping. —M.H.W. 


Precision SHOOTING 


Is your Magazine. Any suggestions 
as to Content, or ideas that will improve 
our Magazine will be greatly appreciated. 
Send all replys to: 


EMORY L. TOOLY, Editor 
8 Cline Street 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329 


IMPORTANT 


Please let us know, well in ad- 
vance, what your new address will 
be. Send your old address too — even 
better, enclose the address label from 
a recent issue. The Post Office will 
not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see 


that your “Precision Shooting” reach- 
es you, without interruption, if you 
notify us six weeks in advance of 
your move. Write to Precision Shoot- 
ing, c/o The Journal & Courier Co., 
Little Falls, New York 13365. 


When giving your address please 
add your Zip Code number. 


Herb Hollister of Boulder, Colorado 
has been so described by shooting 
writers. He’s earned the title over 
the many years of his illustrious, 
competitive career. 


Herb owns Redfield “3200” Serial 
No. 1. At Winter Haven, Florida, 
Herb and No. 1 equalled the world 
scope record with a sizzling 1600- 
152X! Then they shot a 3200-274X 
at the “Big D” in Dallas; during 
the year, Herb and old No. 1 ac- 
counted for a total of eight other 
1600s! 


Perfectionist(s) 


Says Herb: ‘The ‘3200’ optics equal 
the best in the world, as far as | know 
... permit me to read mirage without 
a spotting scope—even at my age! 
And the mounting system on old 
No. 1 is so stable that | have the ut- 
most confidence in it. Never varies!” 


Ranging up and down the range at 
various matches around the country, 
you Can now spot “3200s” in serial 
numbers ranging from No. 1 to sev- 
eral hundred. Their owners are vol- 
uble in their praise. Some like the 


internal adjustments (precision- 
machined spring-loaded, hardenec- 
steel clicker balls) which provide 
crisp, consistent, Super-accurate ad- 
justment. Positive 1/4 minute clicks 
obtain + 1/32 m.o.a. 


Some simply like the convenient 
rearward location of the adjustments 
...@asily reached from any shooting 
position. Others endorse the long 
eye-relief...almost three full inches. 
All are impressed with the quality of 
the 3200’s optics—the ultimate in 
brilliance, clarity and definition. 


Hollister and No.1 


ay 


Herb helped design 
the “3200.” 

He recommends 
you go see one 

at your gunsmith or 
dealer...or write 
for full information. 


FOR THE MAN WHO TAKES 
PRIDE IN HIS SHOOTING 


Redtield 


5800 E. Jewell Ave., Denver, Colo. 80222 


